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 YARMOUTH SAILING CLUB 
An RYA affiliated club 
 
 

Commodore Marigold Morphy 
 01983 760405 
 hopecover@tiscali.co.uk 
 
Vice Commodore Richard Heming M.B.E. 
 01983 760221 
 
Rear Commodore Melinda Measor 
 01983 760462 
 n.measor@btinternet.com 
 
Treasurer Susie Sheldon 
 01983 756050 
 susiesheld@hotmail.com 
 
Secretary Alan Toms 
 01983 760105 
 alan@stetspray.orangehome.co.uk 

Front cover:  Optimists on the slipway, Winter Training, 16th November. 
 
Yarmouth Sailing Club, Bridge Road, Yarmouth, IOW, PO41 0NL 
Telephone 01983 760270 (when clubhouse is open) 
Website    www.yarmouthsailingclub.org.uk 
 
All contributions to this magazine contain the personal opinions of the individuals concerned. The 
Club accepts no responsibility for advice or information in this magazine or any other item of Club 
literature. Neither does any advertisement featured imply any endorsement by the Club. 
 

Forthcoming Events 
 

26th  December, 11 am - Boxing Day Treasure Hunt - bring the family. 
1st January, 12 noon - New Year’s Day Draw with snacks. 
 
RNLI Inter-Club Quiz - our First Round match will be on Monday 19th January 
at the Royal Yacht Squadron in Cowes against Sea View YC, R. London YC, 
R. Corinthian YC & RYS.  Watch the notice board for further details. 
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Winter Training, 16 November 

Coach Rob explains the 
use of the tiller extension 

Back to the Club for 
lunch 

Coaching in Mill Creek 
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Membership Renewal time is here 
again.  All members should have 
received their paperwork (by email 
or by post) in November and I must 
thank those of you who have acted 
promptly and dealt with it already.  
 

If by any chance you have not re-
ceived the forms, please search in 
your spam box (if we have your 
email address) or in the dog’s bas-
ket (if we communicate with you by 
post).  If you draw a blank, please 
get in touch with me and I will re-
send.  My contact details are on the 
inside front cover.  
 

Moorings Available 
Although we nearly always have 
people on the waiting list for spaces 
in the boat park, we do have some 
spare places on the moorings.  
These cost £45 p.a. for a place on a 
shared mooring (2 boats to each 
buoy) and vessels must be within 
the maximum overall length of 12 ft.   
Any member who would like such a 
space should contact me.  If you 
would like to be sure that yours is 
the only boat on the mooring buoy, 
you can pay double to ensure this. 
 

Duties 
It is very useful when we are sorting 
out the duty rotas to have the ques-
tionnaires returned with your pre-
ferred dates etc., so (if you are 
someone who does duties at the 
club) please don’t forget to return 
that when you send the rest of the 
stuff back to me.  As I am sure you 

have noticed, we do have quite a 
problem with people who don’t turn 
up for their duties, and it must surely 
be a help if we can give you dates 
which you yourself have suggested. 
 

I know that some members are 
happy to do more than 2 race-
related duties (race officer or patrol 
boat) per year and I do have the 
names of one or two such people.  
However I should be delighted to 
hear from anyone else who would 
like to do this. 
 

Happy Christmas! 
 

Melinda Measor 
Membership Secretary 

From the Membership Secretary 

������������	�
Yacht Builders and Marine Engineers 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Builders of G.R.P. Scows 
 

Hulls, decks, gunwales and sails are offered 
in a range of colours.  Scows are available at 
any stage of construction from rough mould-
ings to fully finished.  Specification and fin-

ish can be tailored to individual requirements. 
 

Embankment Road  Bembridge I.W. PO35 5NR 
Tel/Fax 01983 872296 

Email:  aacoombes@hotmail.com 
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 Commodore’s Notes 

Dear Members,  

Now that the sailing season is over 
for our club dinghies and most 
boats are tucked up for the winter, I 
have been having fun crewing on 
larger boats for Sunday morning 
races in the Solent. 
 

I would like to appeal to our cruising 
members to submit their logs for 
consideration by the committees for 
the Jervis Bay Cup which is a splen-
did trophy awarded annually at the 
AGM in April. Thinking of trophies - 
the YSC again won the inter-club 
team races held in October (see 
pictures on pp. 11-12).  

 

 

As I have stated before, 2009 is the 
40th anniversary of the founding of 
our club. We will have a marquee 
attached to the south side of the 
clubhouse for a weekend of very 
special events starting on Friday 
22nd May so please make a note in 
your diaries. I hope past commo-
dores and founder members will be 
able to join in the celebrations. The 
events are still in the planning 
stage, so contact me if you have 
any ideas please.  

I hope you have a happy festive 
season and good sailing in 2009. 

 
Marigold 
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We would like to thank all the adver-
tisers whose support enables us to 
produce the Newsletter to a high 
standard. 
 
If you would like to advertise in the 
Newsletter, we would be delighted to 
hear from you.  Please contact Laur-
ence Mitchell, 01983 760222. 
 
Current rates are: 
 
Quarter page ad:  £12.50 per issue 
Half page ad:  £25.00 per issue 
Full page ad:  £50.00 per issue. 
 
10% reduction if you advertise in 
four consecutive issues. 
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Sue Langford’s ‘Family’ Quiz 

 
All the answers in this quiz contain 
the name of a relation or family 
member of some sort:  mother, fa-
ther, uncle, aunt etc.  For example, 
the clue ‘The sweetest guard-
ian’ (5,5),  would produce the answer 
……. ‘Sugar Daddy’. 
 

 
1. The old enemy. (6,4)
  
2. A shy relative. (4,5)
  
3. Does she have feet 

 of clay?  (5,6) 
 

4. Related to Rebecca 
perhaps.  (2,6,6) 

 
5. An old bird gets tied up. (6,4) 
 
6. Nefertiti?  (8,5)  
 
7. She might be found in Notting
 ham at Michaelmas or London 
 in December. (6,5) 
 
8. Hearing them is child’s play. 

(12,9)  
 
9. Rob a relation?  It’s OK. 
 (4,4,5) 
 
10. The heroes of Walmington. 
 (4,4) 
 
11. Veteran marking time. (11,5) 
 

 
12. Old name for Gordon’s. (7,4) 
 
13. Cliff’s large family? (5,7) 
 
14. Accommodation problem 
 ironed out it seems. (6,4)  
 
15. Ex’s relations are unbeliev-

able.  (3,5,5)  
 
16. A question of some hanky-
 panky. (4,4,6)   
 
17. Medicine man in voodoo land. 
 (4,3)  
 
18. Sofia’s relative from Wimble-
 don? (5,5,8)  
 
19. Westcountryman who had a 

fair way to travel. (3,5,3,9) 
 
20. Close connections from the 

east? (7,5) 
 
 
 
If you would like to enter, send your 
answers on a sheet of paper or via 
email to Nick Measor (contact de-
tails on page 3).  The sender of the 
first complete set of correct answers 
received will win a small prize.  The 
closing date is Christmas Day. 
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Management Committee Report 

General matters  
There are some forthcoming 
changes on club management tasks 
which I would like to mention. Firstly 
Derek Moore and his wife Jean have 
decided to resign from their respec-
tive roles of House Manager and 
Duties Assistant from the 2009 AGM 
so we are looking for replacements 
rather urgently. Nick Measor would 
like to pass on his duties as web-
master as soon as a replacement 
can be found and has also stated his 
intention to resign from the Newslet-
ter Editorship at the 2010 AGM. This 
gives us quite a while to find replace-
ments for these important roles but 
we all know that ‘tempus fugit’ and 
these dates will all too soon be upon 
us.  
 
In addition to the above mentioned 
changes both Keith Brettell and Ron 
Barnes will come to the end of their 
three year ‘tours of duty’ on the Man-
agement Committee at the 2009 
AGM. So, together with the two va-
cancies which we currently have, we 
now badly need further help. Your 
Club Needs You so please come 
forward if you can help. 
 
Having spent quite a bit of money 
early in the year Susie Sheldon has 
been keeping the purse strings 
tightly drawn.  Nevertheless, she has 
allowed the committee to include 
some flooring beneath the new Op-
pie racks (which have already been 

approved), and we will be trying out 
two methods as the old racks are 
replaced. 
 
The question of sail training has 
been the subject of quite a lot of dis-
cussion and meetings have been 
held with RYA representatives. Per-
sonally I find the RYA’s various cate-
gories quite confusing but I feel sure 
that our Training Officer, Nick Mea-
sor, has it all worked out.  However it 
seems that in the short term we can 
find funds from the RYA to train 
Race Coaches who can provide 
RYA approved racing qualifications 
(particularly in Optimists) without 
entering into the bureaucracy of be-
coming an RYA Training Centre.  In 
parallel with this we continue with 
our plans to increase the number of 
Dinghy Instructors within the club 
who will give tuition in sailing (as 
opposed to racing). 
 
Sailing Activities 
The Winter Sailing Group under the 
leadership of Tony Sceales has ex-
panded somewhat and is now to be 
regarded as a formal club activity 
with all the necessary precautions 
being taken. The MC has also ap-
proved a sum of £600 in support of 
the group from the Charles Ridley 
Cadet Fund, following a nice little 
request letter, complete with drawing 
of an Oppie, from Helen Sceales. 
This fund is still quite healthy and I 
would remind you all that, if your 
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Notice of 2009 AGM 

children are attempting any note-
worthy sailing activities, we would 
welcome applications for support. 
 
Social Programme 
We look forward to seeing you all at 
the events in our Winter Pro-
gramme, which started with our 
Laying-up Supper and Prizegiving 
on 22nd November – see report on 
p. 8.  I should also like to remind 
you that we do have a reciprocal 
arrangement with the Island Sailing 
Club who invite any of our members 
to attend their winter events. Their 
programme is on our notice board. 
 
As Marigold has highlighted, next 
year is our 40th Anniversary and we 
are working on some special events. 
They will certainly include some type 
of ‘sail by’, possibly a special race 
and a musical evening. 
 
As usual, if you have any questions 
please do not hesitate to contact me 
o n  7 6 0 1 0 5  o r  e - m a i l 
alan@stetspray.orangehome.co.uk. 
 

NOTICE OF 2009 AGM 
 
NOTICE is hereby given that the 39th 
Annual General Meeting of the Yar-
mouth Sailing Club will take place in 
the Clubhouse on Saturday, 18th 
April  2009 at 6.30 pm. (This is one 
hour earlier than usual to avoid con-
flict with RSYC dinner.) 
In accordance with the Club Rules, 
nominations for Officers, and mem-
bers of the Management Committee 
to serve for three years must be re-
ceived in writing by the Honorary 
Secretary, Yarmouth Sailing Club, 
Bridge Road, Yarmouth, Isle of 
Wight, P041 0NL, not later than 1st 
February 2009. Nomination forms 
may be obtained from the Club or 
from the Secretary. If any election is 
required, voting will take place at the 
AGM. 
Notice is also given that any motions 
for debate at the AGM must be noti-
fied to the Honorary Secretary in 
writing at the above address not later 
than 1st January 2009. 
 

Alan Toms, Honorary Secretary  
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Notices 

Bar Games 
Due to lack of support we have 
postponed the Friday evenings Bar 
games . We will try again in the new 
year to gather a group of interested 
people. Please look on the club no-
tice board for further information. 
We are now into the winter social 
programme full details will be on the 
notice board a few weeks prior to 
the events. 
 
 
Damaged equipment in the boat 
park 
An inspection of the boats around the 
club recently revealed quite a lot of 
torn and damaged Pico covers, with 
broken straps and clips, and many 
Oppies with gallons of water in their 
covers, sails blowing about, other 
equipment lying around and even one 
boat which had blown off the top of a 
rack in a recent gale. 
 

We have done our best to put things 
back and bail out the covers, but, if 

Oppie owners are going to leave all 
their equipment on the racks over the 
winter, it should be tied in securely so 
that the wind cannot shift it.  Much the 
best solution is to take all the equip-
ment away and leave just the hull, 
upside down and with no cover on, 
tied to the rack.  Pico and scow sails 
are best removed since the mice like 
nothing better than a nice cosy nest 
made out of chewed-up sailcloth. 
 
 
 
New Radios 
We are very grateful to those Oppie 
parents who kindly donated to our 
New Radios Fund.  We were able to 
buy 3 new radios, which will be ex-
tremely useful when we are running 
events requiring more than 3 patrol 
boats.  We had some money left over 
and bought an air horn which is re-
charged manually, to replace the 
whistle when starting races from the 
committee boat.   Thank you all. 
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Notices 

Can you lend us your boules? 
We are considering having a fun 
boules tournament as part of the 
40th anniversary celebrations.  If we 
decide to go ahead, we will need 
lots of boules!  If you possess a set 
[plastic or metal] and would be 
happy to let us borrow them, please 
let a committee member know or e-
mail marylord123@googlemail.com 
In anticipation - very many thanks.       
Mary 
 
ATTENTION PICO OWNERS (and 
all members) The club has some 
very attractive cards showing Picos 
on and around the slipway.  These 
were printed for us from a watercol-
our original at a special price of 
£1.10 (retail price double that).  Be-
ing blank they can be used for 
Christmas, birthday or whatever.  A 
few are left of two similar designs, 
all available from behind the bar. 

Scow Sails 
Recently some sails have been 
made for Yarmouth Sailing Club 
(GRP) Scows with an elasticated 
rope along the foot.  However it was 
decided at the AGM of the YSCSC 
that in future GRP owners must fol-
low WWSCA rules, which only allow 
lacing or a bolt rope.  From now all 
new sails must conform to the 
WWSCA rules and should not be 
made with an elasticated foot.  Ex-
isting sails with an elasticated foot 
may continue in use. 
 
 
Change to winter programme 
Saturday 10th January. Due to un-
foreseen circumstances Joan Colin 
will be unable to present her talk on 
Colombia. Please keep an eye on 
the web site and the notice board 
for a surprise event on this date. 
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Sailing News 

We did get some beautiful sailing 
weather this autumn, right up to the 
end of October, rewarding those of 
us who kept going that long.  The 2-
race Frostbite Series on the last 
weekend attracted 16 sailors. 
 

We emerged victorious again in the 
second year of the scow team racing 
on 18th October versus the Royal 
Solent YC and the Royal Thames YC 
for the Kaiser Wilhelm Trophy (see 
photos pages 11-12).   This was a 
very jolly occasion and made some 
of us aware that we could do with 
learning a lot more about team rac-
ing techniques.  Luckily, many of the 
most talented were on our side! 
 

The first session of the Winter Train-
ing programme was held recently 
with 17 children enjoying an excel-
lent day’s sailing, their lunch break 
dovetailing nicely with the regular 
Sunday lunchers.  Well done to all 
those responsible. 
 

Overall the sailing seems to be 
thriving and we are branching out 
into many and varied activities.  You 
will see from the draft sailing pro-
gramme for next year (distributed 
with your membership renewal pa-
pers) that we are including some 
mini-rallies up and down (and occa-
sionally across) the Solent and have 
tried to incorporate even more Quiet 
Sails and a few ‘fun’ events.  Tony 
Sceales has 23 children involved in 
Winter Training this year.  This will 
include an Icicle Series (hopefully 

not too appropriately named!) so 
that the children will get a chance to 
put their new-found skills to the test.  
Sue Denton and Rachael Parsloe 
organise a group of local mums 
(and one dad) who sail together in 
Picos and Toppers when the chil-
dren are safely in school and who 
sometimes bring in an outside 
trainer to give them some extra 
hints.  Together with the Shalfleet 
School children’s sailing group and 
the Sailability group from the Royal 
Victoria Yacht Club who both pay us 
regular visits, this adds up to a very 
varied sailing season when added 
to our traditional racing programme. 
 

I very much hope that we will be 
able to offer more training, to chil-
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Laying-up Supper 

dren and particularly to adults, when 
our plans for bringing on more in-
house instructors come to fruition. 

Melinda Measor,  
Rear Commodore 

 

The Laying-up Supper held at Wel-
low Institute on 22nd November was 
preceded by an excellent talk by 
Leigh McMillan, one of our club 
members who, as most of you will 
know, is Britain’s top sailor in the 
multi-hulled Tornado class and has 
represented Britain in the last two 
Olympic Games.  Life in the British 
Olympic Team sounds incredibly 

high-powered, with all the state-of-
the-art equipment, resources and 
facilities you could possibly imagine 
at their disposal, together with top 
personnel from all walks of yacht-
racing life available to advise, trou-
ble-shoot and generally help our 
boys to perform at the top of their 
game.  We saw pictures of the 
team’s quarters in Beijing, and heard 
that ours is the best resourced sail-
ing team in the world. 
 
Leigh then presented the trophies to 
our prizewinners before we sat down 
to a delicious lasagne supper, made 
by 6 of our members and organised 
by Marion Brettell and Cathy Gibbs.  
We followed that with a barn dance 
which was thoroughly enjoyed by all.  
Many thanks to everyone involved in 
making this a memorable evening. 
 

Prizewinners 
Easter Series    
Scows  Keith Brettell 
April Series   
Scows  Melinda Measor 
Oppies  Lewis Beare 
Handicap  Chris Parsloe 
May Series 
Wooden Scows Glyn Davies 
GRP Scows          Melinda Measor 
Oppies  Lewis Beare 
Handicap          Chris Parsloe 
Bank Holiday Series 
Wooden Scows Dick Davis 
GRP Scows        Roger P-E 
Oppies       William Kearns 
Handicap         Sue Denton 
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Bosun’s Corner 

I’ve been thinking about kickers 
again (and, no, not Beckham joining 
AC Milan), my thoughts inspired by a 
book I have been loaned*, a slight 
volume of reminiscences by Tom 
Sullivan, who for some years during 
the mid 1800’s sailed as an Able 
Seaman before the mast.  
 
In midst of a host of gem like stories 
he recalls going to look for a job on 
the Bolivia, a 378 ton vessel, 147 
foot long with a 25 foot beam. She is 
alongside in Whitehaven and is 
bending on her sails which were 
Colling & Pinkney Patent, so there 
would be no going aloft to stow or 
reef sails, all being done from the 
deck. The main jib was also patent, 
being round the stay “like a blind on 
a roller”. I hope that those salty dogs 
among you will forgive my admit-
tance that I had never heard of C & 
P and never appreciated that roller 
furling jibs were established by this 
time. Entering Colling & Pinkney into 
Google reveals all, although it is a bit 
difficult to fully grasp the technology.  
 
All of this caused me to recall the 
roller reefing boom my XOD pos-
sessed and so did the Albacore I 
once owned. On both you inserted a 
small winding handle into a casting 
on the front of the boom that con-
tained a worm and wheel assembly 
that wound in the sail round the 
boom. In order to have a kicker, at 

the same time as the sail came in 
you wound a webbing strop into it so 
that the strop finished up the right 
length to reattach the kicking strap, 
the art of this was to judge how 
much sail you wanted in and thus 
how much webbing to wind in and 
how much of a bunt to wind in so as 
to finish with the reefed boom about 
the usual height. Some practice was 
always required. 

Keith Brettell 
Maintenance Officer 

 
*(Escape to the Sea – Tom Sullivan 
A.B. edited by Mike Starke. Whittles 
Publishing. ISBN 978-1904445-66-1) 
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Three Way Team Racing, October 2008 

 

The victorious team - Mary Lord, Jamie Sheldon, 
Melinda Measor, Thom D’Arcy, Judith French (James 
Lord also represented us) with the enormous trophy! 
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Prizewinners 

June Series 
Wooden Scows    Dick Davis 
GRP Scows       Melinda Measor 
Oppies         Charles Campbell 
Handicap         Kate Denton 
July Series 
Wooden Scows    Dick Davis 
GRP Scows       David Hedley    
Oppies  Emma Gillett 
Handicap         Richard Frewin 
Oppie Cup Series Emma Gillett 
August Series 
Wooden Scows Dick Davis 
GRP Scows          Mike Sheaf 
Oppies  Charlie Davies 
Handicap          Bethany Bowen 

September Series 
Wooden Scows Damien Bedding 
GRP Scows         Melinda Measor 
Oppies  Lewis Beare 
Handicap         Sophie Baker 
October Series 
Wooden Scows Dick Davis 
GRP Scows  Graeme Bowen 
Oppies  Theo Seely 
Handicap  Nigel Bellamy 
Frostbite Series 
GRP Scows  Roger P-E 
Handicap  James French 
Solent Points Series 
GRP Scows  Graeme Bowen 
Handicap  Sue Denton 
Allcomers Series Paula Sheaf 

Lewis Beare & Leigh McMillan 

Damien Bedding 

Theo Seely 
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Price Cups 
Scows  Paula Sheaf 
Oppies  Charlie Davies 
Handicap           Richard Frewin 
Old Gaffers 
Scows  Thom D’Arcy 
Oppies  William Kearns 
Top of the River Race 
Handicap  James French 

Millenium Cup David Hedley 
Sailability Cup Theo Seely 
Most Improved Sailor 
   Theo Seely 
Endeavour in Racing 
   Damien Bedding 

Most Successful Junior 
 Emma Baker & Emma Gillett 
Most Successful without Winning a 
 Trophy Helen Sceales 
Most Junior Events Entered 
   Lewis Beare 

Melinda Measor 

Chris Kearns 

Sponges were presented to cap-
sized sailors 

The evening ended with lively 
dancing 

Prizewinners 
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Most Entered & Completed Races 
   Melinda Measor 
Greatest Contribution to Waterborne 
 Activities   N & M Measor 
Sailing is Fun Sue Denton 
Land/Sea Support Chris Kearns 
 
 
 
Team Racing for the Kaiser 
Wilhelm Trophy, October 18 
 
We took on The Royal Solent and 
Royal Thames Yacht Clubs in 
Scows, and managed to win all our 
races, no doubt helped by some lo-
cal knowledge and familiarity with 
the boats.  Many thanks to the other 
clubs for supplying such expert Race 
Officers and Umpires, and to Marion 
Brettell for laying on some excellent 
food. 
 

Three Way Team Racing, October 2008 

Competitive racing at the down-
wind mark 

Chris Trainor (RSYC) removes some 
surplus water 


