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The boat park during Oppie Training 
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Francesca 
The Delphie Lakeman Trust 
owns a Yarmouth One Design 
boat called Francesca which is 
kept at the Royal Solent Yacht 
Club for the purpose of giving 
members of YSC (young and 
old) the chance to experience 
sailing and racing in a keel-
boat.  There will always be an 
experienced sailor in the boat 
with you.  Any member who 
would like to take advantage of 
this opportunity should contact 
Melinda (760462) 
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 YARMOUTH SAILING CLUB 
An RYA affiliated club 
 
 

Commodore Marigold Morphy 
 01983 760405 
 hopecover@tiscali.co.uk 
 
Vice Commodore Richard Heming M.B.E. 
 01983 760221 
 
Rear Commodore Melinda Measor 
 01983 760462 
 n.measor@btinternet.com 
 
Treasurer Susie Sheldon 
 01983 756050 
 susiesheld@hotmail.com 
 
Secretary Alan Toms 
 01983 760105 
 alan@stetspray.orangehome.co.uk 

Photo on front cover:  Training Oppie naming ceremony, photo courtesy Isle of Wight County 
press.  See article on page 10. 
 
Yarmouth Sailing Club, Bridge Road, Yarmouth, IOW, PO41 0NL 
Telephone 01983 760270 (when clubhouse open) 
Website    www.yarmouthsailingclub.org.uk 
 
All contributions to this magazine contain the personal opinions of the individuals concerned. The 
Club accepts no responsibility for advice or information in this magazine or any other item of Club 
literature. Neither does any advertisement featured imply any endorsement by the Club. 
 

Forthcoming Events 
 

Open Evening - Friday 27 June - 6-9 p.m. 
Scows Week - Saturday 26 July to Friday 1 August 

Oppie Week - Monday 18 to Friday 22 August 
YSC Regatta - Saturday 23 August & Sunday 24 August  

YSC Junior Regatta - Thursday 28 to Saturday 30 Aug ust 
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A becket block on one of the new 
training oppies.  See Bosun’s arti-
cle on p. 11. 

The Peter Thorneycroft Trophy - see p. 9 
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 Commodore’s Notes 

Dear Members, 
 
After a miserable cold start to the 
season we are beginning to see 
more boats on the water, and racing 
should be in full swing by the time 
you read this. 
 
The late May Bank Holiday has seen 
the naming ceremony for the 6 new 
club training oppies,  3 of them do-
nated by the Delphie Lakeman 
Trust.  More details elsewhere in this 
newsletter. 
 
There have been musical mutterings 
amongst some of our lady members 
about forming a singing group for 
fun....nothing too serious....but we  

 
 
need a keyboard player before this 
can get off the ground.  Anyone inter-
ested please contact me. 
 
The club has ordered some delightful 
blank greetings cards which should 
be  ava i lab le  fo r  sa le  f rom 
June.  There is a choice of 
3 sunny scenes, all from water colour 
originals showing various club boats 
around the slipway. 
 
Happy summer sailing! 
 

Marigold 
 

 PAUL 
 NEWELL 
 SAILS 
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Members who wish to place "For 
Sale" or "Wanted" notices on the 
board by the kitchen door are asked 
to use nothing larger than postcard 
size.  (Cards provided in the box at-
tached to the board.)  Please put your 
name and the date on the reverse if 
they are not on the front.  Thanks. 
 
 
Friday nights are due to make a 
comeback this winter for darts, crib-
bage, etc. or just a quiet drink.  More 
information in the September newslet-
ter.  Meanwhile there is a list on the 
notice board for interested parties to 
add names.  
 

The Club will be holding a Boat Jum-
ble, White Elephant, and Nearly New 
Sale on Saturday 6th September be-
tween 10 a.m. and 12 noon.  Sue 
Russell is organising. 
 
FOR THE ATTENTION OF PEOPLE 
ON LUNCH DUTY 
We are reviewing lunch prices in the 
face of current cost increases. There-
fore please make a note of costs in 
the duplicate receipt book which you 
will now find in the kitchen.  One copy 
should be placed in the envelope with 
the takings.  
 
Boat trolley tyres - if yours are flat, 
please help the gallant band of grass 
mowers by doing something about it. 

 

Notices 
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recall and they needed a team of us 
to dismantle, grease and re-
assemble them so heavy were the 
blocks and thick the wire involved. 
In days of old wooden blocks had a 
rope strop or becket fixed round 
them lashed or seized tightly. These 
days that becket is a stainless strap 
with loop to fasten the end of the 
rope. The Oppie sheet has a becket 
block so that we can make a pur-
chase or tackle (pronounced tay-
ckle) of the assembly by tying off 
the end of the sheet to the becket 
and the pivot enables the sheet to 
have a fair lead whatever tack you 
are on. Another characteristic block 
is the ‘fiddle’ block where two 
sheaves are mounted in cheeks one 
above the other.  This design saves 
space and is much used on bigger 
boat mainsheets. There are so 
many variations on the basic theme. 
Blocks have built in ratchets, jam-
mers and rot proof ball 
races. Using modern 
materials they can be 
incredibly light and 
strong. Careful selection 
of suitable blocks best 
suited to a particular pur-
pose can make a huge 
difference to the heave-
ho required. 
h t t p : / / w w w . w a l t e r -
f e n d t . d e / p h 1 4 e /
pulleysystem.htm - a 
fascinating website that 
demonstrates the use of 

a variety of sheave 
combinations. And, 
having written the 
above I very recently 
found myself on the 
premises of Bob 
Stow in Gasworks 
Lane. Bob is making 
all kinds of parts for 
the restoration of 
historic ships includ-
ing a complete set 
of blocks for the 

newly built ‘Britannia’ replica that is 
fitting out in Norway. Lovely to behold 
I saw a rack of ranks of them drying 
their varnish and ready to be shipped 
o u t .  H i s  w e b s i t e  i s 
www.maritimeiow.co.uk where there 
are further illustrations of this invalu-
able bit of boat gear. 
 

Keith Brettell 
 

 

The Bosun’s Corner 

A Fiddle Block 
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Management Committee Report 

General matters 
Our AGM in April went well with all 
the proposed resolutions passed 
without dissent. The subsequent 
Open Forum provided an interesting 
debate on a number of subjects and 
many useful suggestions were made. 
One subject on which there was a 
variety of views was that of training 
and in particular of formal qualifica-
tions. All of the items discussed are 
under consideration by your commit-
tee and a useful report on training 
possibilities has been prepared by 
Nick Measor. This latter is an impor-
tant subject and the committee would 
want me to assure all members that 

there is no intention to change the 
overall ethos of the club, that there 
are no plans to include activities for 
non members, and that everything is 
dependant on us locating the appro-
priate resources. On behalf of the 
Management Committee I would like 
to thank those who participated for 
this valuable feedback. 
On the committee we now have a 
new use of the word ‘grip’. Initiated 
by Keith Brettell who looks for per-
sons to ‘grip’ a specified task, we are 
all now ‘gripping’ various projects. In 
this vein Susie Sheldon has now 
‘gripped’ the accounts and we have 
approved a number of new items. 
These include new lights in the club-
house, a replacement engine for the 
dory, a nice concrete hardstanding 
for the trolleys, safety guards for the 
propellers on all our patrol boats, 
some new upholstery for the seating, 
turntables for the Oppie training and 
a digital projector and screen in the 
clubhouse. All of this is made possi-
ble by the continuing recruitment and 
maintenance of our membership. 
By the time you will be reading this 
we will have completed our recruit-
ment and promotional activities at 
the Old Gaffers Festival and we hope 
that you will have visited our stand 
for a chat. 
 
Sailing Activities 
Having passed the relevant clauses 
for our constitution concerning the 
affiliation of school sailing clubs, we 



6  

 

Management Committee Report 

have now signed an agreement with 
Shalfleet School Sailing Club. On 
their first visit this year they were 
able to commission the new Oppie 
turntables using one of our old boats, 
suitably adapted by Keith. The club 
is to be run by Mr David Fox, who is 
also a member of our club, following 
the retirement of Mrs Viv Collins in 
the summer. 
 
Social Programme 
The final items from our Winter Pro-
gramme all went off well including ‘A 
Walk in Morocco’ and an interesting 
presentation by Carole Hughes on 
her experiences in the Solomon Is-
lands, both with delicious and appro-
priate meals. The fitting out supper 
provided a nice opportunity for all to 
have a good chat. 
Derek Moore has ‘gripped’ the Win-
ter Programme for next year and has 
already produced a draft. This in-
cludes most of the old favourites and 
some new events. Watch this space. 
 
 

Administration 
One highlight resulting from our man-
agement procedures and with much 
assistance from Marion Brettell was 
that, following a visit from the Coun-
cil’s Health and Safety/Food Hygiene 
Officer early in the year, we were 
awarded five stars in their Scores on 
Doors Scheme. 
Our procedures index has now been 
issued to all committee members. 
These provide a focal point for all 
H&S, legal and operating systems 
and consolidate decisions made in 
committee and previously only re-
corded in minutes. Many have al-
ready been updated by the responsi-
ble officer and it is expected that they 
will be a continuing reference point 
for current and new committee mem-
bers. 
 
As usual, if you have any questions 
please do not hesitate to contact me 
o n  7 6 0 1 0 5  o r  e - m a i l 
alan@stetspray.orangehome.co.uk. 

Alan Toms 
Honorary Secretary 
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The fitting-out of the new training 
boats was accomplished over a 
work-party Wednesday morning 
recently. During the task we fitted 
single sheaved, becket and pivoting 
shackle blocks for the main sheet – 
the specification for these blocks led 
to questions about descriptions of 
blocks in general. The actual pulley 
wheels are sheaves and are accom-
modated in a pair of cheeks to hold 
the sheaves on a common axle. 
There can be four sheaves (or four 
fold) across in a powerful block but 
the friction entailed in feeding rope 
or wire through more than four can-
cels out the advantage gained. The 
bigger the diameter of the sheaves, 
and therefore the bigger the block, 
the less the friction.  You do see 
some huge blocks attached to giant 
cranes and winches; the biggest I 
ever had dealings with were at-
tached to a 50-ton safe-working-
load ship’s derrick.  We used this 
pretty formidable bit of kit once and 
that was to unload two Caterpillar 
tractors in Madras.  The tractors 

were marked at 30 tons each, that 
was enough to list the ship as they 
swung over the side and, my word, 
there was sufficient moaning and 
groaning from wires and winches to 
send all of the spectators to a safe 
distance! Those blocks were four 
fold and about 24 inches long as I 

The Bosun’s Corner 
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New Training Boats 
We now have six smart new training 
Oppies in commission, three of them 
generously paid for by the Delphie 

Lakeman 
Trust. Nos 
1 and 2 
a r e 
n a m e d 
'De lph ie ' 
a n d 
'Robin' in 
honour of 

the benefactor and her husband. The 
competition to name the other four 
resulted in 'Peggy Sue' suggested by 
Lizzie Gillett, 'Tick Tack' by Alex La-
mont, 'Speedway' by Tom Hambley 
and 'Up the Creek' by Harry Mowle.  
 

The picture on the front cover shows 
the boats lined up at the naming cere-
mony with Graeme Dillon represent-
ing the Delphie Lakeman Trust and 
three of the winning children. 

Marigold Morphy 
 

World Island Youth Games  
The two Emmas - Baker and Gillett - 
have just returned from representing 
the Island at the WIYG in Guade-
loupe.  Emma Gillett writes: 
“Overall the games were an amazing 
opportunity for us. We met other chil-
dren from different places around the 
globe with similar interests to us. 
There was a fantastic atmosphere 
and you could really feel the team 
spirit. Although it was unbelievably 

windy, everybody coped well with the 
unfamiliar weather. The waves were 
huge - around ten feet tall and very 
choppy between the huge swells. The 
course consisted of a windward buoy 
and a leeward buoy which you had to 
round twice. Everybody enjoyed the 
games as they were a new and en-
joyable experience for all. Personally, 
I would like to thank all those at Yar-
mouth Sailing Club for encouraging 
me and helping me to get as far as I 
have done with sailing. I would also 
especially like to thank my family (Mr 
and Mrs Gillett and Elizabeth Gillett) 
for waiting so patiently for me all 
these years while I have been sailing. 
Again, a great big thank you to every-
one.” 

New Training Boats / World Island Youth Games 

������������	�
Yacht Builders and Marine Engineers 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Builders of G.R.P. Scows 
 

Hulls, decks, gunwales and sails are offered 
in a range of colours.  Scows are available 

at any stage of construction from rough 
mouldings to fully finished.  Specification 
and finish can be tailored to individual re-

quirements. 
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Sailing News 

Our Easter series was blighted by 
awful weather (not too surprising 
since it was in mid-March) and April 
and May have been “variable”.    
 

The dreaded weed in the river has 
been worse than ever this year which 
has meant that F buoy has been un-
usable since April, and E had to be 
moved further away from the Mill in 
mid-May.  Tacking up the creek has 
become more and more challenging 
as the weed has spread like a living 
green blanket. 
 

We welcomed the Fishbourne Sail-
ability  group from the Royal Victoria 
Yacht Club, who visit us about once 
a month, for their first visit of the year 
on 19th May.  They were each taken 
out by one of our members in a 
Scow and enjoyed a beautiful sail in 
perfect conditions, followed by a pic-
nic lunch and lots of chat.  We look 
forward to their next visit. 
  
The quiet sails are attracting more 
and more sailors.  They give people 
a chance to go out for a sail with pa-
trol boat cover but without the pres-
sure of racing.  On 31st May we saw 
more than 15 boats on the water - 
not a very quiet sail!!  We are always 
being asked to put more of them into 
the programme.  This is not so easy 
when we have to juggle with the 
tides, avoid race times, and, of 
course, find crews for the patrol 
boats, but we’ll keep trying.  During 
Cowes Week at the beginning of Au-

gust we have a whole week of them 
in the early afternoons. 

Scows Week (26 July - 1 August) 
coincides with neap tides which 
means that we don’t have access to 
the patrol boats or the moored scows 
for several hours in the middle of the 
day.  Some creative programming is 
called for.  We are reintroducing the 
Scows Week Dinner this year which 
will be on the Tuesday (29th July) at 
the RSYC.  Chris Jones and I are 
organising, and we would be de-
lighted to hear from anyone willing 
and able to help out with patrol 
boats, race officering or any other 
jobs.  
 

To solve the problem of trying to 
identify boats in the boat park , we 
have attached name labels to the 
trolleys of all those which we can 
identify.  If your trolley does not 
have a label with your name on it, 
please ask us for one.    
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Junior Sailing 

Optimist Inland Championships 
Six of our junior members enjoyed 
two days of racing, dealing with sun-
shine, rain and a shifty cold 12-18 
knot breeze at the Inlands on Graf-
ham Water last month. William 
Kearns and Emma Baker joined the 
Main Fleet of 240 boats, while Theo 
Seely, Helen Sceales, and Georgia 
and Eliza Kearns sailed in the 85-
strong Regatta Fleet for younger 
sailors.  
 

Oppie/Pico Training (May half term)  
We had 37 junior members training 
in the river and another 15 in the 
Solent, launching from The Boat-
house in Bouldnor Bay, courtesy of 

the Hall family.  The Bronze and 
Brass groups were able to practise 
tacking and gybing on our new train-
ing turntables before they took to the 
water.  Weather was variable but we 
managed to fit in a cycle ride to the 
Causeway and back, and picnic 
lunch and rounders, as well as all 
the sailing, knot tying, sprit paddling, 
and a few capsizes. 
 

We even used our new projector and 
fixed screen for the first time to 
watch a CD ROM about Oppie sail-
ing.  A new event - Mums’ Dinner at 
On the Rocks - was much enjoyed. 
 

Everyone had a great time and we 
thank Katie Davies for overall organi-
sation, Mark Hall for Solent racing, 
Angela Cordon for social events, and 
Cathy Gibbs and team for club house 
organisation. 
 

We hope that the children will come 
and join in some quiet sails or Oppie 
races between now and Oppie Week 
in August.  They will get so much 
more out of it if they have done some 
sailing in between the two events.  
The races marked “Cup Race” in the 
programme give juniors a chance to 
race with no other classes around 
them. 
 

Oppie Week (18-22 August) 
Oppie Week is pretty well booked up 
already, but anyone interested in join-
ing in should contact Katie Davies 
(katie.davies@generationestates.co.uk).  
 

Oppie National Championships   
At least 6 of our junior members are 
planning to attend the Nationals at 
Pwllheli in August.  There will proba-
bly be 500 boats at the event, with 
sailors from several countries compet-
ing with the beautiful Snowdonia 
scenery.  We wish Team Yarmouth 
good luck.  

Melinda Measor 
Rear Commodore 
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Social 

RNLI Quiz 
 
On 7 March our team participated in 
the final of the RNLI Inter-Club Quiz 
at the Island Sailing Club, competing 
against teams from the East Cowes 

Sailing Club and the Royal Solent 
Yacht Club.  The event (which was 
the culmination of two earlier heats) 
raised money for the RNLI and the 
Headway head injuries charity. 
 
The final was a hard fought contest, 
with members of several teams 
freely exchanging opinions with vet-
eran quizmaster Mark Wynter.  How-
ever, eventually YSC emerged as 
convincing winners, and the club is 
now the proud holder of the Peter 
Thorneycroft trophy (for the first time 
in the twenty year history of the con-
test) which can be seen above the 
bar.  Pictured here with the trophy is 
the team of Dick Davis, David and 
Tina Griffith, and Nick Measor with 
Martin White (Lord Lieut. of the 
IOW). 

Our Open Evening on Friday 27th 
June is nearly upon us.  This is the 
chance for members of the public to 
come in and see what we do and, if 
weather permits, to be taken out for 
a short sail by one of our members.  
These events have been very popu-
lar in the past, so we hope to see 
plenty of people again this year. 
 
AGM Presentations 
 
At the AGM on 19th April the Commo-
dore presented the Eileen Harvey 
Plate to Roger Poerscout-Edgerton.  
This trophy is for service to the club 
over a long period. In presenting the 

trophy Mari-
gold thanked 
Roger for his 
wide ranging 
work in bring-
ing the club’s 
membership 
records and 
financial mat-
ters into the 
c o m p u t e r 
age. 
 
 

The Nichols Memorial Trophy, for ser-
vice to the club over the past year, 
was presented to Sailing Secretary, 
Mike Sheaf.  In presenting this trophy 
Marigold thanked Mike for the quiet 
and efficient way that he had taken 
over so many of the sailing related 
tasks. 


