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A recent work party tidying up the club on a Wednesday morning.  Present:  
Michael Harrison, Keith Brettell, Mike Sheaf, Pat Dawson, Dick Dawson, Alan 
Mower, Marigold Morphy, Martin Stevens, and Dave Godby (and Alan Toms 
who took the photo).  You can see what fun everyone is having, and getting a 
lovely suntan, so why don’t you join in?  Contact Keith Brettell (761116) if you 
are interested, give him your contact details, and he will let you know dates 
and times. 

Training Centre Initiative 
The club is embarking on a development programme which will lead to us in 
due course becoming an accredited RYA training centre, and we hope then 
to participate in one or both of the following RYA schemes:  OnBoard , which 
is designed to give experience of and training in sailing to children in local 
schools, and Volvo Champion Club , which facilitates the provision of race 
training to members (in our case Oppie sailors), thus enabling the club to be 
part of the “Olympic Pyramid”.  To achieve all this we need to increase the 
number of members with the following qualifications:  Power Boat Level 2, 
Safety Boat (follows on from PB2), Dinghy Instructor, First Aid.  Eventually 
we hope also that some Dinghy Instructors will move on to Senior Instructor.  
If you are interested in acquiring qualifications or enhancing those you have, 
please contact me (contact details on Contents Page).  We hope that part of 
the cost will be met by Sport England, through the RYA. 

Nick Measor, Training Officer 
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 YARMOUTH SAILING CLUB 
An RYA affiliated club 
 
 

Commodore Marigold Morphy 
 01983 760405 
 hopecover@tiscali.co.uk 
 
Vice Commodore Richard Heming M.B.E. 
 01983 760221 
 
Rear Commodore Melinda Measor 
 01983 760462 
 n.measor@btinternet.com 
 
Treasurer Roger Poerscout-Edgerton 
 01983 281791 
 rogerpattyedgerton@btinternet.com 
 
Secretary Alan Toms 
 01983 760105 
 alan@stetspray.orangehome.co.uk 

Front cover: Young Optimist sailors training in the River during the winter.  See article p. 14 
 
Yarmouth Sailing Club, Bridge Road, Yarmouth, IOW, PO41 0NL 
Telephone 01983 760270 (when clubhouse open) 
Website    www.yarmouthsailingclub.org.uk 
 
All contributions to this magazine contain the personal opinions of the individuals concerned. The 
Club accepts no responsibility for advice or information in this magazine or any other item of Club 
literature. Neither does any advertisement featured imply any endorsement by the Club. 

Forthcoming Events 
 

Fitting Out Dinner - Saturday 29th March, 19:30 for  20:00 
 

Radio/RIB Training - Sunday 30th March, 14:30 
 

Annual General Meeting - Saturday 19th April, 19:30  
 

Race Officer Training - Sunday 27th April, 16:00 
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A. A. Coombes 

Yacht Builders and Marine Engineers 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Builders of G.R.P. Scows 
 

Hulls, decks, gunwales and sails are offered 
in a range of colours.  Scows are available 

at any stage of construction from rough 
mouldings to fully finished.  Specification 
and finish can be tailored to individual re-

quirements. 
 

Bob Stay poses in front of his re-
cent masterpiece, the club darts 
station. 

Susie Mawhood’s Mediterranean 
Roasted Vegetables with Goat’s 
Cheese 

Helen Le Gassicke’s Kettle Chip 
Chicken 
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 Commodore’s Notes 

At this time of year our thoughts turn 
to the prospect of warmer days and 
lovely sailing breezes.  During the 
coldest days,  however,  there were 
Oppies out training on the river – full 
marks for enthusiasm and initiative. 
 
Elsewhere you will read about the 
sad loss of one of our founder mem-
bers, George Coulson, who was 
also a Trustee. 
 
I am pleased to tell you that the 
Management Committee recently 
voted to ask Mary Lord to become 
our new Trustee and she has ac-
cepted the post. 
 
Next year (2009) will be the 40th 

anniversary of the founding of YSC 
and we are hoping to have a  good 
selection of celebratory events.  
Please do write to me with any won-
derful ideas you may have. 
 
Happy sailing in 2008.  
 

Marigold 
 

 PAUL 
 NEWELL 
 SAILS 
 

 
 

 
Racing or Cruising 
 
No. 6 REDWING QUAY 
THE EMBANKMENT, BEMBRIDGE 
ISLE OF WIGHT  PO35 5PB 
 
TELEPHONE (01983) 872834 

Correction 
 

The trophy for Most Successful 
without Winning a Trophy in 2007 
was awarded to Tina Griffith, not 
Catherine Gillett as stated in the 
December Newsletter. 
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First Aid Boxes 
 
The Club First Aid boxes have been 
refreshed for the new season.  In ac-
cordance with the Health & Safety 
Executive guidelines, the boxes will 
contain only basic dressings, gloves, 
etc., which are for the use of the dele-
gated First Aider.  Another box will be 
made available for parents only, to 
use on their own children.  This box 
will contain additional plasters, anti-
septic wipes, etc. but are available at 
parents’ own liability. 

Cathy Gibbs 

 

 

ARTFRAMES 
 

Bespoke Picture Framing Service 
Photographic views of the Isle of 

Wight 
Tapestries & embroideries framed 

D.I.Y. framing materials 
Antique engravings of the Isle of 

Wight & UK 
 

Avenue Road, Freshwater, I.O.W. 
01983 753888 

www.artframes.freeserve.co.uk 
 

Health & Safety 
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looking distinctly worse for wear – I 
think they all had heads in hands. 
‘How was the journey?’ I began 
brightly.  The owner focused on me: 
’It went velly vell, zee flight vas on 
time, zee train vas on time, zee Red-
jet vas on time.  We met zum of my 
yachting friends on arrival at 
Cowes………and..I zink… at about 
sree ö’clock zis morning I agreed to 
zell my business, my vife and to 
build a replica of zee Kaiser’s 
‘Meteor’!’ 
 
 

Keith Brettell 
 

 
 
Did you know…. 
 
….that things were a bit differ-
ent in “the old days”? 
 
Sid Lacey, one of our 
founder members re-
members: 
 
When we first started the 
racing in the river, it was 
all very rough and ready 
with all sorts of different 
boats.  Frank Parsons 
would stand on the ve-
randa in front of the 
Club, 20 ft from the road 
and fire a shotgun into 
the air with live car-
tridges to start the races.  

At one race Derek Foster, the artist, 
found a dead seagull and waited be-
hind Frank.  When he fired the shot-

gun to start the race, Derek threw the 
bird into the air and it came down in 
front of Frank, who could not believe 
his eyes!  Everyone there was aching 
with laughter.                  
 
 

From the Past 
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Management Committee Report 

General matters 
I am pleased to be able to report that 
Susie Sheldon has agreed to take on 
the role of Treasurer. She started 
handling our affairs on 1st January, 
and will be proposed for formal elec-
tion at the AGM when Roger retires. 
Roger has been Treasurer for the 
past five years and has been instru-
mental in bringing both our Accounts 
and Membership Lists into the com-
puter age. We owe him a consider-
able debt of gratitude and extend our 
thanks for his long period in office. 
With the distraction of his office re-
moved I just hope that he will not be 
even more difficult to defeat on the 
water.  Thank you, Roger. 
 
Another piece of good news is that 
Melinda Measor has agreed to take 
on the role of Rear Commodore and 
has been appointed to fill the Casual 
Vacancy left by the resignation of 
Sue Denton. Melinda will be pro-
posed for election at the AGM. Fortu-
nately, Sue has agreed to continue 
to serve on the Sailing Committee, 
so we will not lose her input, particu-
larly in respect of the Pico activities 
and the Ladies’ Sailing Group.  We 
thank her for all her work as Rear 
Commodore over the last 2 years. 
 
We have also been successful in 
procuring the services of Peter Gil-
lett, Steve Beare, Katie Davies and 
Dick Davis on the Sailing Committee, 

and David Whistance has agreed to 
join the Management Committee. 
 
Changes to our Constitution have 
now been agreed and are posted on 
our notice boards. The first two of 
these are to ensure that all children 
participating in our events cannot be 
seen as non-members and therefore 
risk us being categorized as an 
‘Adventure Activity’ organiser, which 
would require us to hold a licence. 
The second two concern Trustees 
and the ‘under 21 Committee Mem-
ber’ requirement. Full details are 
given in our AGM booklet, enclosed 
herewith. 
 
Sailing Activities 
The Sailing Programme is now com-
plete and includes a number of Quiet 
Sails and an Open Evening as well 
as the usual racing activity.  
A group selected from the Manage-
ment Committee is preparing a de-
velopment plan which will be used to 
allow us to become accredited by the 
RYA as a Training Centre, probably 
via their ‘OnBoard’ scheme, and will 
open up the possibility of grant aid 
from Sport England.  See more on 
this on the back page. 
 
Social Programme 
Several successful events have now 
taken place including an excellent 
Curry evening organized by a 
Jones/Russell/Macnab team and a 
demonic Racing Demon evening. 
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Management Committee Report 

Pam and I introduced this game to 
our family over Christmas who en-
joyed it immensely and have taken it 
back to deepest Hertfordshire for 
further exploitation.  
 

The Valentine’s Dinner held at the 
Royal Solent was well supported and 
was a great success. 
 

Less successful have been the Darts 
Evenings, with only a few stalwarts 
attending.  They have been sus-
pended for the time being. 
 

Derek Moore is proposing some re-
furbishment of the clubhouse for next 
year. A nautical theme has been 
mentioned. We await the proposals 
with interest.  However, getting a 
Committee to agree on the decor is 
proving to be tricky! Agreement may 
require some heavy diplomacy.  
 

Administration 
Our income continues to be satisfac-
tory and has allowed us to purchase 
a few items to make life easier for us 
all. These include a new engine for 
the Dory, a new Pico rack to lift some 
of the less used ones off the ground 
and make some more spaces, a re-
placement Oppie rack and a number 
of minor items.  
 

A local Trust fund, the Delphie Lake-
man Trust, has generously given us 
the money to buy three new Oppies, 
and we have decided to buy another  
three so that we can replace the six 
old ones. 
 

Our Procedures all seem to be work-
ing well with no significant problems. 
We do now have Job Descriptions 
for most of the roles required to oper-
ate the club, so if any of you would 
like to offer your services please let 
me know where your expertise and 
interests lie, and I will send you an 
appropriate task list for discussion. 
 
As usual, if you have any questions 
please do not hesitate to contact me 
o n  7 6 0 1 0 5  o r  e - m a i l 
alan@stetspray.orangehome.co.uk. 
 

Alan Toms 
Honorary Secretary 
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We were all taken aback by the 
sheer size and bizarre opulence of 
that trophy given by Royal Thames 
as the award for winning the inter-
club team race.  A fun event and 
one hopes that it will continue on 
an annual basis. Mention was 
made that the German Emperor, 
Kaiser Bill, was at that time (1907) 
racing his very large gaff schooner, 
‘Meteor’.  This reminded me of a 
job in the yard at Cowes during the 
nineties.  
 
After Cowes Week we had a biggish 
yacht alongside for 6 weeks with 
much to do.  It was a fine and loved 
Swan 65, owned by a German busi-
nessman from Hamburg, well-known 
in yachting circles.  One saloon bulk-
head was adorned with an eclectic 
mix of race mementos including 
many from Fastnet Races.  We’d a 
catalogue of repairs and modifica-
tions to complete: engine service, a 
window leaking, new pole haul lines, 
leads and clutches etc. and a check 
of rig in the course of which Spencer 
Rigging found that both masthead 
sheaves were knackered AND they 
replaced them in situ – my interest in 
this resolutely retained at deck level.  
The completion of the job list had 
involved a number of friendly and 
helpful phone calls back and forth to 
Hamburg.  Eventually come the time 
and the owner I knew was due to 
arrive one evening with a son and 
friends as crew to take the boat back 

to Hamburg.  One thing you learn 
early at a boatyard is never to allow 
a boat to depart, especially one 
owned by a furrinner, without paying 
the bill.  At 0830 on the following 
morning I slid the hatch aside and 
tumbled down the companionway 
into a dark saloon. It was pretty obvi-
ous that a) my noisy arrival had 
awakened the owner and b) looking 
at him, it would be wise to beat a 
quiet, if temporary, retreat. I sug-
gested a further visit a bit later that 
morning `after breakfast and coffee’.  
This was gratefully accepted and I 
came back at about 1100, climbing 
aboard and down the steps with a 
deal more respect.  The crew were 
assembled around the saloon table 

The Bosun’s Corner 

 

The Bugle Coaching Inn 
Main Square Yarmouth Tel 760272 

 
Newly created  

‘Brasserie restaurant’ 
 

Open lunchtime and evening alongside 
the established tradition of good food 

served in the Inn’s bars.  Menu in-
cludes daily specials with fresh fish a 
speciality.  Vegetarians catered for. 

Inglenook coffee lounge where guests 
can unwind. 

 
Comfort and Hospitality are our 

watchwords. 
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Interview with Tony Sceales 
 
Having reached the end of the 2007 
season, and with his daughter Helen 
just becoming enthusiastic about Op-
pie sailing following her participation in 
our Oppie events, Tony decided that it 
would be a good idea to continue to 
train Helen over the winter period. On 
hearing about this plan several other 
parents (and their children) expressed 
an interest, and the Winter Sailing 
Team was born. 
 
I met up with Tony as he enjoyed a 
brief lunch break on Sunday 27th 
January, and dodging the usual Sun-
day Lunchers asked him a few ques-
tions: 
 
Who is in the team? 
Currently there are Helen Sceales, 
Theo Seely, Lewis Beare, Bethany 
Capon, Emma Gillett, Oscar Cordon 
and Emma Baker – but Tony is happy 
to talk to other junior sailors who would 
like to join in. 
 

What are the aims of the group? 
Our first goal is to prepare them for 
entry in the Inland Championships to 
be held in June this year at Grafham 
Water, where there will be over 350 
entries. We will then prepare for the 
Nationals which will be held at Pwllheli 
in August.  We also intend to enter the 
End of Season event at Rutland Water 
in October. 
 
Will these be team or individual 
events? 
The entries are for individuals but we 
will do everything possible to promote 
a team spirit and will present ourselves 
as the Yarmouth Sailing Club team. 
We are grateful to have team regalia 
presented to us from the Charles 
Ridley Cadet Fund. 
 
How often does the training take 
place? 
We meet about once a month, subject 
to weather and tides, and have so far 
only practised in the river, mostly in 
Mill Creek. We are assisted by Pip 
Holloway who is a young RYA Senior 

Instructor, and who 
is remunerated 
directly by the par-
ents. 
 
We wish the team 
every success and 
look forward to 
hearing of their 
progress. 

Alan Toms 

Winter Optimist Sailing 
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Sailing News 

Not long now until we start sailing 
again!  And that’s just us warm 
weather sailors, since we’ve had half 
a dozen keen Oppie sailors training 
throughout the winter (see page 14).  
It’s been lovely to see them out, 
mostly in beautiful sunshine. 

Our plans are going on apace for the 
coming season, and the Summer Pro-
gramme (and duty rotas for those who 
are included in them) are enclosed 
with this newsletter.  There are some 
changes since we issued the draft 
programme with the last newsletter, 
so please make sure that you are us-
ing the most recent one.  Dates need 
to be put in diaries now and duty 
swaps arranged if not convenient.  
(Please remember that we don’t have 
the person power to do this for you.) 

This year we have aimed to have at 
least one person with a power boat 
qualification on duty for each race, 
and we hope that this person will 
keep an eye on others on duty and 
perhaps take the lead in any tricky 

situation.  Many thanks to all those 
who let us know of their qualifications 
when renewing their memberships.   

Attention Racers! 

To assist the Race Officers, please 
make sure that your sail has the num-
ber clearly displayed on both sides.  
We can’t accept boats in races unless 
this is done. 

Another reminder - the rules require 
that you are sailing clear of the slip-
way (or mooring) by the Preparatory 
Signal (4 minute hooter).  If you are 
not, you will be disqualified from the 
race.   

Boat Park 

The new Pico rack will be in place 
shortly, an old Oppie rack has been 
replaced, and Peter Staples will be 
policing the Boat Park and dealing out 
stickers to those who have paid for 
spaces.  As usual there is a waiting 
list, but there are very few on it so it’s 
always worth asking, and there are 
plenty of moorings available.  If by 

 
 
 

 
 
 

For all your boating needs, shoes and clothing 
 

Telephone 01983 760258 
Email  help@harwoods-yacht-chandlers.co.uk 
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Sailing News 

any chance you have not paid and still 
have a boat in the park, please re-
move it immediately.  The new occu-
pant of your space must have access 
by Good Friday. 

Quiet Sails 

The Sailing Committee has decided 
that there will be a time limit of 1½ 
hours on Quiet Sails this year.  This 
means that there will be no patrol boat 
cover for longer than that and, if there 
is no barbecuing etc. going on, the 
club house may be locked 2 hours 
after the published start time.   There 
will be an Officer of the Day on duty 
who will make final decisions.  For 
evening Quiet Sails the barbeque will 
be set up if anyone wants to use it, but 
you will need to bring your own food. 

Training for Duties 

You will see that we have 2 training 
sessions scheduled - Radio and RIB 
Training on Sunday 30th March and 
Race Officer Training on Sunday 27th 
April.  These are free and it would help 
us to know how many people to expect 
so I would be grateful to hear from 
anyone who is thinking of coming to 
either.  We can also cope with a cer-
tain number of people who turn up on 
the day unannounced. 

Open Evening 

Our Open Evening this year will be on 
Friday 27th June, combined with a 

Quiet Sail starting at 18.00, so that the 
punters can see and possibly try out 
some of our activities  - more details in 
the next newsletter. 

Junior Events/Coaching 

Bookings are now coming in for Oppie 
Training (27-29 May) and Oppie Week 
(18-22 August).   Anyone interested 
should contact Katie Davies on 020 
7352 2653 or on 07966 235552 or at 
katie.davies@generationestates.co.uk.  
She would also like to hear from any-
one interested in coaching.  There is 
more information about these and 
other junior events on our web site, 
and you can also download booking 
forms from there. 

Scows Week (26 July - 1 August) 

As usual we would be delighted to 
hear from anyone who would be willing 
to do any extra Race Officer or Patrol 
Boat duties during Scows Week.  We 
sailors are always very grateful to 
these generous people since we get to 
sail more if we don’t have to do so 
many duties.  Chris Jones and I are 
organising Scows Week so please let 
one of us know if you are interested. 

Melinda Measor 
Rear Commodore 
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Recipe 

Kettle Chip Chicken  
 
Ingredients  (for 10 people): 
5 large chicken breasts 
500 ml fromage frais 
500 ml mayonnaise 
Head of celery, thinly sliced 
Bunch of spring onions, thinly sliced 
Juice of half a lemon 
250 gms grated Cheddar cheese 
1 large pkt Kettle Chips 
 
Method : 
 Firstly, cook chicken in oven 
with a little stock and wine, and sea-
soning of choice, at about 180oC for 
about 25 minutes - or until just 
cooked through and tender.  Allow to 
cool, and then cut into one-inch 
chunks. 
         In a fairly large mixing bowl, 
combine the fromage frais, mayon-
naise, celery, spring onion and half 
the cheese.  Season to taste with 
salt and pepper, bearing in mind that 
the mayonnaise is probably already 
seasoned and the Kettle Chips cer-
tainly are - so go slow on the salt! 
         Place the chunked chicken in 
an ovenproof dish, and coat thor-
oughly with the above mix.  If there 
is any juice left in the dish from cook-
ing the chicken, this can also be 
added, together with the lemon juice. 
         Crush the Kettle Chips and mix 
with the remaining cheese. (This can 
be done by putting a few holes into 
chip bag and hitting with a rolling pin, 
then opening bag, adding cheese, 

and giving it a shake!) 
         Cover chicken mixture with chip 
and cheese mixture and bake in 
oven for about half an hour at 180oC, 
or until hot right through and with 
topping browned.  The chicken has 
already been cooked, so be very 
careful not to overdo - celery and 
spring onions should remain crunchy! 
 
This is delicious hot or cold. 
 
We are indebted to Helen Le Gas-
sicke for this recipe which was much 
enjoyed by a recent Sunday Lunch 
crowd who were spoilt for choice as 
they were also offered Susie Maw-
hood’s delicious Roasted Mediterra-
nean Vegetables with Goat’s 
Cheese.  (Both dishes pictured inside 
back cover) 
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Mina 

all who knew him and our thoughts 
are with his wife, Berrie, and family. 
 
 
Mina 
 
On a yacht trip in northern Spain last 
September we were anchored in a 
bay off Caraminel when a lovely little 
gaff cutter sailed in helmed by a 
young man who was swinging a lead 
line to gauge the depth before an-
choring near us.   We asked him 
aboard and heard some of the history 
of his boat, Mina.   She was built in 
1929,  originally a yawl.  James,  then 
aged 19,  had rescued her in a very 
dilapidated state and had refurbished 
her over two years whilst living 
aboard.  Interestingly Mina had be-
longed to Frank Parsons who was a 
founder member of Yarmouth Sailing 
Club.   James also re-rigged Mina and 
built a yellow dinghy to accompany 
him with the delightful name of Miss 
de Mina.   He was sailing mostly sin-
gle handed - without an engine -   
aiming for the Caribbean to take up a 
job there.  James had already 
crossed the Atlantic twice so was no 
novice. 
 
Subsequently I have heard that in 
early January Mina was caught in a 
terrific unforecast storm 74 miles NW 
of Casablanca.  The boat was rolled 
over twice in huge seas suffering 
damage to coachroof  and dinghy.  
After three days in the storm James 

activated his EPIRB* which was 
picked up by Falmouth coastguard 
who co-ordinated a dramatic rescue.  
Sadly Mina was lost with everything 
James owned,  but the 22 year old is 
determined to start all over again and 
is looking for an old wooden boat to 
restore.  For further information see 

page 8 of the March issue of 
“Practical Boat Owner”. 
 
*EPIRB = Emergency Position Indi-
cating Radio Beacon.   No yacht 
should go to sea without one. 
 

Marigold Morphy 
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Social 

The Curry Evening 

On Saturday 12 January the club pre-
sented a colourful scene as members 
donned Eastern dress for the ever 

popular Curry Evening.  The evening, 
expertly organized by Jim and Shirley 
Macnab, Harry and Chris Jones, and 

Tony and Sue Russell, was oversub-
scribed, the curries and accompani-
ments were voted a great success, 
and a good time was had by all 
(thanks to our correspondent Shirley 
Macnab for the inside story on this). 

 
 

    

BREEZE BREEZE BREEZE BREEZE ---- PC PC PC PC    
SYSTEMS AND SERVICES 
 

John NicholsonJohn NicholsonJohn NicholsonJohn Nicholson                                                            www.breezewww.breezewww.breezewww.breeze----pc.compc.compc.compc.com    
Tel:    01983 532914 

e-mail:  john@breeze-pc.com 
 

COMPUTERS – ADVICE – REPAIRS – TRAINING 
 UPGRADES – WEB DESIGN –INTERNET 

 NETWORKING – BROADBAND – MULTIMEDIA 
 

Supplier to many YSC members 

Sue Russell and David Hedley 

Hazel Perkes and Pam Toms 
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Club Library 

library.  Entitled “In the Wake of my 
Heroes”, this is a delightful account of 
their adventures all around the world in  
their much-loved boat “Sherpa Bill”.  
Copies of Bill’s book are available from 
Hazel, price £15. 

Marigold Morphy 

The Club Library 

I wonder how many members are 
aware of the wonderfully varied and 
interesting range of books housed 
on the bookshelves in our club-
house.    From novels to instructions 
on all aspects of sailing  (even some 
on motor boats), from funny, Uffa 
Fox, to informative, Denny Desoutter 
– we’ve got them! 

Famous voyages from Chay Blyth, 
Francis Chichester, Eric and Susan 
Hiscock, Bernard Moitessier, Alec 
Rose, Joshua Slocum and many 
more. 

Edward Heath’s ‘Sailing’ contains 
some good colour photos of our 
‘Commodore’s tiller’ which came 
from the second ‘Morning Cloud’ 
when Heath changed over to wheel 
steering.  The tiller was rescued and 
donated to the club by one of our 
founder members. 

Do take a look and borrow a book or 
two.  There is no charge;  we just 
ask for them to be returned in due 
course.  Please sign the ‘honesty 
book’ with your name,  title of book 
and date of withdrawal.  Any dona-
tions of unwanted nautical books are 
welcome too.  

STOP PRESS 

After her very amusing recent talk at 
YSC, Hazel Perkes generously do-
nated a copy of Bill’s book to our 

RNLI Inter-Club Quiz 
At the time of writing our quiz team 
has reached the final of this competi-
tion, where we shall be playing East 
Cowes Sailing Club and the Royal 
Solent Yacht Club on 7th March.  
See notice board for news of how we 
got on. 

Sherpa Bill 
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George Coulson 

It is with great sadness that we have 
to tell members of the death of one of 
our founder members, George Coul-
son, who had been one of the guiding 
forces throughout the life of the Club.  
George had been Captain of the West 
Wight Scows, a founder member of 
the Slipshod Singers, and, in recent 
years, one of our Trustees.  He was 
also, of course, a very keen and suc-
cessful sailor - in Wayfarers, X boats 
and in his leaky old Scow, Joxer, and 
enjoyed his racing to a good age.  
Tony Russell writes: 
 
“If George’s Scow had been a person 
it would have been a living miracle.  
That boat had more transplants than 
the whole of the UK population put 
together, including an oak bedhead 
made into a transom.  Who can forget 
the image of spouts of water coming 
out of George’s bilge pump as he 
sailed along? 
 
“It was back in the summer of 2006 at 

the West Wight Scows 80th Anniver-
sary celebration that George came 

back for a sail in a Scow.  I remember 
well the trouble I had with him:  it was 
a sail procession, not a race.  How-
ever George, ever the competitor, 
could not resist trying to overtake the 
whole fleet.” 
 
Susie Sheldon writes:  
 
“When I first appeared at YSC I was 
instantly greeted by George who in-
troduced himself, made me welcome 
and from then on did everything in his 
power to encourage me.  If during a 
race I found myself alongside him he 
would always chat, while constantly 
pumping out water, and this was usu-
ally to my detriment as my concentra-
tion would wander and I would gradu-
ally slip behind him again! 
 
“George was always a delight, always 
smiling and friendly, be you 8 or 80, in 
an Oppie or a Scow, but he didn’t give 
an inch on the water or round a mark.  
Fiercely competitive, he was never 
aggressive or rude, he would just de-
terminedly exercise his sailing rights 
with a charm that took the edge off 
my frustration as once again he had 
the rights at the mark and I had to 
give way. 
 
“In committee meetings he spoke little 
but when he did it was to the point 
and I never heard him be unpleasant 
about anyone.“ 
 
George will be fondly remembered by 


