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Forthcoming Events
Patrol Boat Training, Sunday 5 April, 9.30 a.m.

If you are new to Patrol Boat Duties, or want to brush up on your theoretical
and practical knowledge, then this event is for you. The session will last for
about two hours. If you know you are coming, it would be helpful if you could
let Melinda know beforehand, but by all means turn up on the day.

Front cover: Scows racing in 2008. Photograph courtesy of David Hedley.

Yarmouth Sailing Club, Bridge Road, Yarmouth, IOW, PO41 ONL
Telephone 01983 760270 (when clubhouse is open)
Website www.yarmouthsailingclub.org.uk

All contributions to this magazine contain the personal opinions of the individuals concerned. The
Club accepts no responsibility for advice or information in this magazine or any other item of Club
literature. Neither does any advertisement featured imply any endorsement by the Club.

Winter Training, 11 January

Young sailors enjoy a lecture in the warmth of the clubhouse.
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The New Racing Rules

Now that the Olympics are over, a
new set of Racing Rules of Sailing
has come into effect, which will take
us up to the next Olympics in 2012.

The principal changes in the rules
which affect club racing concern the
rounding of marks and obstructions.
Under the old rules, issues of over-
laps at marks and obstructions were
handled in a single rule (rule 18)
which required overlapped boats to
give way at both marks and obstruc-
tions provided that the overlap had
been established before the boats
reached a two length zone around the
buoy. Under the new rules right of
way at a mark is handled in a different
way from right of way at an obstruc-
tion, and rule 18 has been replace by
two rules, rule 18 (about marks) and
rule 19 (about obstructions).

The size of the zone at a mark has
been changed in the new rules from
two boat lengths to three boat
lengths.  However, the rules give
clubs the right to change this zone in
their sailing instructions to either two
boat lengths or four boat lengths. At
Yarmouth Sailing Club, it has been
decided that the 2009 Sailing Instruc-
tions will state that “zone” is an area
around the mark within a distance of
two boat lengths of the boat nearer to
it. Note that if you race at other clubs
you may discover that the zone there
extends to three or four lengths.

Under the new rule 18, as soon as
one of the boats approaching the
mark is in the zone (two lengths), the
outside boat must give the inside boat
room to sail to the mark in a sea-
manlike fashion (assuming that there
is an overlap, of course). Then, at the
moment that the inside boat reaches
the mark, the outside boat must give
the inside boat room to sail her proper
course round the mark.

However, the new rule 18 does not
apply to two boats if one is approach-
ing the mark and the other is leaving
it. In this circumstance normal right of
way rules apply.

As far as obstructions are concerned,
there is no longer the concept of a
zone. If there is an overlap at an ob-
struction, the new rule 19 states that
the outside boat must give the inside
boat room to pass the obstruction,
whenever the overlap has been es-
tablished (e.g. at one boat length from
the obstruction). The only exception
to this is that if the outside boat is not
able to give room from the time the
overlap is established, then the inside
boat does not have the right to room.

You can find the Racing Rules of Sail-
ing at http://www.sailing.org/
racingrules.php.

Nick Measor,
Training Officer
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Commodore’s Notes

Dear Members

Members who braved the freezing
weather in December and January
found a warm and jolly atmosphere at
the club for our winter events and
popular Sunday lunches.

Now we are looking forward to some
anniversary events, mainly in May —
see pages 10 - 11.

Our first special one is an evening
with Alan Titchmarsh which will take
place as this is at the printer. We are
planning more exciting events for au-
tumn and winter too.

The next newsletter will be a bumper

anniversary edition.

A happy band of volunteer carpenters
have completed a wonderful new op-
pie locker, all thanks to them and all
the members who do so much for our
club.

Please remember that the Annual
General Meeting on 18th April will
start at 6.30pm.

Sailing in balmy weather seems very
far off as | write. Let us all hope for a
better summer than the last one.

Marigold
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We would like to thank all the adver-
tisers whose support enables us to
produce the Newsletter to a high
standard.

If you would like to advertise in the
Newsletter, we would be delighted to
hear from you. Please contact Laur-
ence Mitchell, 01983 760222.

Current rates are:

Quarter page ad: £12.50 per issue
Half page ad: £25.00 per issue
Full page ad: £50.00 per issue.

10% reduction if you advertise in
four consecutive issues.
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Answers to Sue Langford’s ‘Family’ Quiz

This quiz appeared in the Christ-
mas Newsletter. All the answers
contain the name of a relation or
family member of some sort.

1. The old enemy.  Father
Time

2. A shy relative. Aunt Sally

3. Does she have feet of clay?

Earth Mother

4. Related to Rebecca perhaps.
My Cousin Rachel

5. An old bird gets tied up.
Granny Knot

6. Nefertiti? Egyptian Mummy
7. She might be found in Notting-
ham at Michaelmas or London

in December. Mother Goose

8. Hearing them is child’s play.
Grandmother’'s Footsteps

9. Rob a relation? It's OK.
Bob’s Your Uncle

10. The heroes of Walmington.
Dad’'s Army

11. Veteran marking time. Grand
father Clock

12. Old name for Gordon'’s.
Mother’s Ruin

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

Cliff's large family? Seven
Sisters

Accommodation problem
ironed out it seems. Granny
Flat

Ex’s relations are unbeliev-
able. Old Wive's Tales

A question of some hanky-
panky. How’s Your Father?

Medicine man in voodoo land.
Papa Doc

Sofia’s relative from Wimble-
don? Great Uncle Bulgaria

Westcountryman who had a
fair way to travel. Old Uncle
Tom Cobbleigh

Close connections from the
east? Siamese Twins

Answers were invited to be sent in
by Christmas Day. Three sets of
correct answers were submitted,
from Marian Stevens, Dick Davis,

and Frances Worby.

Congratula-

tions to all of them. Since Frances's
answer was received first, she won
the (small) prize.

Management Committee Report

General matters

Since my last report things have
moved along on the Management
Committee front. Derek Moore has
now resigned his position as House
Manager and the task is to be taken
on by a ‘House Group’, for the time
being managed by Marigold.

In addition we have been successful
in recruiting several new members to
the Committee. These are David
Whistance (who has been filling a
casual vacancy for most of the past
year), David Griffith and Colin Maltby.
All three will be proposed for election
at the forthcoming A.G.M. This still
leaves us with several vacancies, so
we would be pleased to hear from
anyone prepared to help.

We are particularly pleased to be able
to say that David Whistance will be
taking over the task of Web Master
from Nick Measor and is already in
the process of handover.

On the subject of training, we have
applied to become a Volvo Champion
Club. This gives us access to various
grants and free training without signifi-
cant additional formal paperwork or
inspection.

Recently we had a review meeting
with our insurers and were pleased to
be able to renew the policy covering
all our current activities including the
winter sailing group, the affiliated
Shalfleet School Sailing Club and
some sailing by non members during
our open days and club events. All at
minimal extra charge.

Club Maintenance

Those of you who have visited the
club recently may have noticed some
heavy weight carpentry under way.
This is the construction of a new
multi-compartment Oppie store. The
design and construction has been
undertaken by Peter Garratt with a
number of willing and co-opted help-
ers. We hope that this new locker will
enable us to keep all the club Oppie
components in ‘ship-shape’ order
Shortly we will be undertaking re-
placement of some of the old non gal-
vanized Oppie racks and to keep con-
trol of the growth beneath them plan
to cover the ground with stable mat-
ting. Working Parties are usually held
on the first and third Wednesdays of
each month and will be commencing
as soon as the grass starts to grow.
Anyone who can assist should con-
tact Keith Brettell on 01983 752935
or, preferably, by e-mail
keithbrettell@yahoo.co.uk

Sailing Activities

Melinda has been busy preparing the
programme for next season. The
Winter Group continues to brave the
elements and once a month has
added a welcome air of excitement
and activity to our regular Sunday
lunches. Katie Davies has also been
beavering away preparing her junior
sailing programme and already has a
considerable number of entries. Any-
one wishing to participate can
download application forms from our
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website and can contact her at ka-
tie.davies@generationestates.co.uk.

Social Programme

We have enjoyed successful Quiz
and Racing Demon nights and of
course the Boxing Day Treasure
Hunt and New Year's Day Draw. A
recent event was the talk entitled
‘Historic Newport Harbour’ by Wayne
Pritchett, which included some beau-
tiful and interesting photographs of
the old town and quay. He also
mentioned quite a number of well
known Island families and their con-
nection to the commercial activities
centred on Medina River and New-
port Quay.

For the future, Marigold and her
team have developed an outline pro-
gramme for our 40th Anniversary
celebrations and have booked a mar-
quee from Friday 22nd — Sunday
31st May. You can find more infor-
mation about this in the centre
spread of this Newsletter.

As usual, if you have any questions

please do not hesitate to contact me
on 760105 or e-mail
alan@stetspray.orangehome.co.uk.

Alan Toms, Honorary Secretary

At the session on 11 January Mari-
gold Morphy presented a cheque to
the Winter Training Group, with the
following words:

“Club members are very impressed
with the enthusiasm and effort you
are putting into improving your sail-
ing and racing abilities. Those of you
who met Leigh McMillan at the prize
giving will have heard him say how
much all the British Olympic sailors
value the support of their home
clubs. He himself started here at
YSC. You are all doing that extra bit
to improve your skills and the club is
very proud of you. It gives me great
pleasure to present this cheque to
you for £600 from the Charles Ridley
Cadet Fund.”

See picture feature on p. 19.
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Data Protection

Every now and then issues of data
protection crop up in our club, and |
thought that it might be helpful to
members if | summarized the Club’s
position with respect to the Data Pro-
tection Act 1998.

The Act regulates the way individuals
and organizations process personal
data. “Personal data” means data
relating to a living individual who can
be identified from that data. The Act
applies when personal data is proc-
essed by a computer or is recorded in
a structured manual filing system (it is
a common misconception that the Act
only applies to computer processing).

Normally an organization which proc-
esses personal data must notify the
Information Commissioner (and pay
£35 a year for the privilege of having
their notification recorded). However,
a non-profit-making organization such
as ours is exempt from notification,
provided that a) we only keep infor-
mation about our members, b) we
only keep information about them
which is needed for the legitimate
purposes of the Club, ¢) we do not
disclose such information to third par-
ties without consent unless this is
needed for the legitimate purposes of
the Club, and d) we do not keep the
information for longer than necessary
after members have resigned.

Although we are exempt from notifica-
tion, we are bound by the Act. This
means, among other things, that we

must only keep relevant information
about members, that it must be accu-
rate and up to date, that it must be
secure, kept no longer than is neces-
sary, and not be disclosed to outside
parties. As a club we undertake to
meet these legal obligations, and we
have decided that in future we will
include a statement to this effect on
the application form for membership.

In my experience it is the security of
the data which causes the greatest
concern. | would like to assure mem-
bers that their personal details are
kept on a stand-alone database which
can only be accessed by myself and
the Membership Secretary (who at
present lives in the same house!), and
information from it is normally only
issued to officers of the Club, and
then only on a need to know basis.

Occasionally we issue limited
amounts of data about members to
other members. For example we give
a contact details list to people doing
duties so that they can arrange swaps
with each other. So that we can keep
within the Act, it is very important that
members should not divulge this infor-
mation to outside parties, and that
they should only use it for club busi-
ness, and not for commercial pur-
poses.

Nick Measor
Database Manager
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Notices

The LOST PROPERTY bin by the
back door of the club is overflowing
with items left by members. There
are fleeces, hats, gloves, waterproofs,
shorts, longs, towels, t-shirts.....you
name it we've got it.

Next time you are in the club please
have a rummage through and claim
your stuff.

ANYTHING LEFT IN THE CLOAK-
ROOMS WILL GO IN THAT BIN.

The Club now has some smart new
ties for sale. These are longer than
the previous ones and are embroi-
dered not printed — very nicely done
for us by Ann Hinton. Available from
behind the bar at a reasonable £8.50
each.

WANTED OPPIE --- GRP - good
condition - 01983 760706 /
marylord123@googlemail.com

Training

The Club has applied to become a
RYA Volvo Champion Club. This
means that we will be able to issue
the RYA qualifications “Start Racing”
and “Intermediate Racing”.

The syllabus for these qualifications
will be taught by Race Coaches, club
members who have been given the
necessary training by Chris Atherton,
our Southern Area Administrator for
this scheme (and a club member).

We are looking for one or two experi-
enced and competent club racers to
volunteer to acquire the Race Coach
qualification. Training for the coach-
ing qualification is free, but you will
need RYA Powerboat Level 2 and
First Aid first, and the Club will pay
half the cost of this. If you are inter-
ested, please let Nick Measor know
(contact details on p.3).

Sailing Matters

Sailing News

The only sailing which has been tak-
ing place recently has been the in-
trepid Oppie sailors taking part in the
Winter Training. This has been most
impressive - efficiently co-ordinated
by Tony Sceales with some excellent
tuition from the young instructors.
Those of us sheltering inside the club
house in the depths of winter have
been full of admiration for the im-
proving skills of those children brav-
ing the elements.

Summer Programme

You will find the Summer Pro-
gramme enclosed with this newslet-
ter and hopefully all sailors will find
something to interest them. If you
are a cruising member who would
like to join in our outings to Totland,
Newtown and Keyhaven, please let
me know and | will keep you “in the
loop”.

Fun Races

At the request of some of our sailors,
we have increased the number of fun
races this year - a Crewed Race in
Scows (when we will be two up and
some of those who normally remain
on shore can join in), a repeat of
Alan’s Chase (a pursuit race which
we tried out last year and which
proved a success), another Duck
Hunt during Cowes Week, and a
Junior Helm with Adult Crew to give
our junior members the chance of
being in charge of a Scow.

Quiet Sails

Those members who are not inter-
ested in racing or may not be quite
ready for it might like to join in the
very popular Quiet Sails, when there
is patrol boat cover provided and you
can just spend some time getting
used to your boat, the weather, the
tide and the river. Last year there
were no takers for the Quiet Sails in
September so we have deleted those
from the programme. Quiet Sails
have a time limit of 1% hours so that
patrol boat crews are not kept out for
too long.

Boat Park
We have had some difficulties with
the Oppies on the racks this winter.



Duties

One was even blown off the top shelf
in a severe gale recently. If yours is
on a top shelf, please make sure that
it is always secured to the rack.

It would be very helpful if all boatown-
ers could ensure that boats, trolleys
and any loose gear are clearly
marked with a surname (or the name
of the boat if you prefer).

Duties

The rotas for the sailing-related duties
are enclosed herewith for those who
do them and your names have been
highlighted as usual, in the hope that
this will help to concentrate the mind!!
There is also an aide-memoire for
each type of duty which includes
notes about what to do if your duty is
not convenient for you. PLEASE sort
out any swaps in good time and follow
the instructions about who to tell (i.e.
phone or email Richard Gourlay with
the details). We still have people let-
ting us down at the last minute, which
is not really fair considering that eve-
ryone undertakes to help out with the
duties when they join the club. | have
done my best to allocate dates ac-
cording to your preferences, but, if
you didn't return the questionnaire,
then you have only yourself to blame
if the dates don’t suit you.

If you are new to the club and to
these duties, please feel free to come
in and observe what goes on before
you do your first duty. Make yourself
known and tell the relevant people

that you are a “learner”; they may well
involve you as an extra hand. Race
officers in particular often need a bit
of help during the starting sequence,
which can get rather hectic and needs
lots of concentration. (For this reason
they may have to ask for a bit of hush
while they are at their busiest, but
once things calm down and the boats
are all on their way they will have time
to explain what is going on.)

Unless they have specifically offered
to do them, no-one is asked to do
more than two sailing-related duties in
the regular programme, and many of
those who also do social duties (bar
and lunches) are only given one. We
try to ensure that there is at least one
person on the water at each event
who has a patrol boat qualification,
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The Bosun'’s Corner

Laying on black Sadolin to the inner
and outer leaves of the new Oppie
lockers, my mind drifted back 50
some years, the last time | had put
about so much black paint was on
the funnel of the M.V. Western
Prince. We were in Colombo as | re-
call and a team assembled consisting
of about 10 deckhands including 3 of
us apprentices. | can't remember
now if there was a steel ring round
the top of the funnel or we rigged
stout hooks over the rim but we each
had a bosun’s chair and lines hitched
to descend, a bucket of ‘soogee™
and a bucket of fresh water with
cloths in, each attached to the chair.
We must have hauled these aloft af-
ter we'd attained the top. We all de-
scended washing and rinsing off as
we went. Then the operation re-
peated round the funnel so that it
was all cleaned down. The team as-
cended with chair, a 3” brush and
black gloss in a pot and the funnel
was glossed black all round in two
bites as it were. The following day we
were aloft again but with gloss white
and blue to refresh the two bands of
Brocklebank Line house colours —
woe betide anyone splashing colours
on to the new black - the deck pro-
tected all round with old sun awnings.
That ship, which was new at the time,
had a smart and fairly small funnel,
on coal burners, needing an extrac-
tion draft. Often fashion dictated that
the funnels could be enormous -
think Titanic. The crack Blue Funnel

fleet had a couple of biggish ships
with a funnel so tall that the
‘masthead’ light was attached. They
were readily identified as the Blue
Flue's ‘Pilgrim’ ships, so called be-
cause a major part of their business
was to ship Muslim pilgrims from the
east to Jeddah in the Red Sea where
the worshippers could proceed on
foot to Mecca.
Keith Brettell

*Soogee’, a mix of soda and water
but overtaken by the arrival of Teepol
detergent which transformed our
washing habits after WW11 and
made cleaning down paintwork a
doddle.

Yacht Builders and Marine Engineers

Builders of G.R.P. Scows

Hulls, decks, gunwales and sails are offered

in a range of colours. Scows are availablé
any stage of construction from rough mou
ings to fully finished. Specification and fir

e at
d-

ish can be tailored to individual requirements.

Embankment Road Bembridge I.W. PO35 5N
Tel/Fax 01983 872296
Email: aacoombes@hotmail.com

R
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|| Winter Events

Boxing Day Treasure Hunt

About 50 people gathered at the club
on Boxing Day to be sent out into the
icy wind by Harry Jones. We scurried
round the town in teams, searching
for answers to his rather challenging
clues before the time limit. (What was
the population of Yarmouth in 15977
What happens when the sirens
sound? etc.) It was a very pleasant
way to
spend Box-
ing Day
morning
and a big

round of
applause
went to

Harry for doing all the work.

Harry Jones has contributed his own
thoughts on this event:

“The day was chilly but dry with a bit-
ter Easterly wind blowing through the
town, however, undeterred by such
trivial conditions thirteen teams turned
up to face the challenge. This year
the questions were somewhat easier
than normal because of the condi-
tions!! (Well they were easy for me
because | had all the answers!). Any-
way when the answers were revealed
amid plenty of boos (booze?) and
abuse from those who didn't do too
wonderfully, the winners were suitably
rewarded and everyone departed to
another round of Christmas cheer. |

A number of questions concerned
the mosaic by the Castle.

won’t name the winners or runners up
but the team who came last had aptly
named themselves ‘The Wooden
Spoons’. (Maybe there’s a moral
there somewhere?) Well done to all
those who took part and | promise
that next year’s Treasure Hunt will be
just as interesting.”

New Year’s Day Draw

The club was thronging with people
again for the traditional New Year's
Day Draw. This is a draw with a dif-
ference - all the money taken in is
used to buy more prizes, so you have
a very good chance of winning some-
thing. There were hot bacon and sau-
sage rolls (very welcome on another
very cold day), courtesy of Patty Po-
erscout-Edgerton and team, and eve-
ryone expressed their thanks to Jim
Macnab who yet again organised the
whole thing.

|| RNLI Inter-Club Quiz ||

and we ask all drivers to share the
wheel with their crews, to make it
more interesting and to give everyone
a chance to gain experience.

Finally | would like to say, on behalf of
us sailors, a big thank-you to all those
who undertake these duties and turn
out in all weathers to look after us.
The success of our sailing pro-
gramme really does depend on you.

Let's hope for a really good sailing
season with lots of fine weather and
not too much weed!
Melinda Measor
Rear Commodore

Our Quiz team fought their way
through the first round of the RNLI
Inter-Club Quiz on 19 January at the
Royal Yacht Squadron. The second
round was against the Royal Corin-
thian YC at Sea View YC on 21 Feb-
ruary. After a very close contest we
lost by one point, so must now plan
our campaign to regain the trophy
next year.

Our team at Sea View YC: Nick Mea-
sor, Clive Tappenden, Dick Davis,
Colin Maltby.

Some of our large group of supporters
enjoying the hospitality of Sea View
YC.
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40™ Anniversary

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

Friday 9.00 - 2.00 Exhibition of crafts and hobbies by
22" May members
3.30 Party for Yarmouth School children
Saturday 11.30 River race
23" May
7.30 Musical evening - variety of acts by
members
Sunday  10.30 - 3.00 Members will have the opportunity to go
24" May afloat (sailing or motoring)
12.00 - 2.00 Buffet Lunch
4.00-5.00 Tea
Monday 11.30 River race
25" May
(Bank 6.00 Junior Briefing followed by supper and
Holiday) disco for junior members
1
" HS%&! ()%S*
I+ !
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/1 02 10
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40™ Anniversary

| hope you are all aware by now that this year is the 40" anniver-
sary of the founding of our club. The list of special events
planned to celebrate this is printed opposite. We hope that
many of you will be able to come to some or all of them.

A form is enclosed with this newsletter to book for the informal
buffet lunch on Sunday 24"May.

Separate invitations will be sent out to those founder members
and past commodores who are no longer members of the club.

We will have some motor cruisers available on the Sunday to
take non-sailing members for a jaunt up the river amongst the
dinghy sailors.

Of course all waterborne activities will be dependent on the
weather but the social events will go ahead whatever.

If anyone has interesting old photographs with names and dates
(essential!) we would be grateful to borrow them to display in the
marquee.

We welcome members’ contributions to the Crafts and Hobbies
Exhibition on the morning of 22" May. | will be co-ordinating this
(tel: 01983 760405). Please get in touch with me if you have
anything you would like to display in the exhibition.

Marigold Morphy
Commodore



