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James French in the Top of the River Race, June 29 

Happy Scows Week participants 
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An RYA affiliated club 
 
 

Commodore Marigold Morphy 
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Vice Commodore Richard Heming M.B.E. 
 01983 760221 
 
Rear Commodore Melinda Measor 
 01983 760462 
 n.measor@btinternet.com 
 
Treasurer Susie Sheldon 
 01983 756050 
 susiesheld@hotmail.com 
 
Secretary Alan Toms 
 01983 760105 
 alan@stetspray.orangehome.co.uk 
 
 
 

Photo on Front Cover:  Scows Week 2008, in foreground Glyn Davies sailing 
Shamrock 
 
Yarmouth Sailing Club, Bridge Road, Yarmouth, IOW, PO41 0NL 
Telephone 01983 760270 (when clubhouse open) 
Website    www.yarmouthsailingclub.org.uk 
 
All contributions to this magazine contain the personal opinions of the individuals concerned. The 
Club accepts no responsibility for advice or information in this magazine or any other item of Club 
literature. Neither does any advertisement featured imply any endorsement by the Club. 

Forthcoming Events 
 

Saturday 18th October - Scow team racing v. Royal Solent YC & Royal Thames YC. 
 
Saturday 22nd November - Prizegiving, Laying-up Supper & Barn Dance (see p. 18) 
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The New Anemometer 

The New Anemometer 

One of the best acquisitions for us 
sailors in recent years is our fine 
new anemometer, kindly presented 
to the club by Hazel Perkes and fam-
ily in memory of Bill.  We use it every 
time we come to the club and it has 
been particularly helpful during this 
season of high winds and difficult 
decisions about cancellation of 
races.  Many thanks to Hazel and 
family for an excellent resource. 

Alan Toms (Hon. Sec.) and 
Dick Davis (WWSC Captain) 

Pete Staples, Boat Park Manager 

 
Photos in this issue are by Alan 
Toms, Marion Heming, Nick 
Measor, Richard Gourlay and 
Kerry Wilson. 
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JUMBLE  SALE 
On Saturday 6 September a 'Boat & 
General Jumble’ Sale was held at 
the club. Despite the terrible weather 
a 'provisional' total of £238 was 
raised. This was wholly due to the 
help and support of  many club 
members ably organised by Sue 
Russell.  Well done Sue and helpers. 

PHOTO  ALBUMS 
The club has many photo albums of 
activities over the years which are 
fun to look at and remind us of past 
times, especially for us older mem-
bers. However at present we have 
no-one keeping them up to date 
which is a shame. If there is some-
body out there who would be inter-
ested in taking this on please contact 
me on 760706 and I will put you in 
the picture.  In anticipation - many 
thanks.                            

 Mary Lord  

FOR  SALE  -  WOODEN  SCOW 
 
Sail No. 215, 'Blue Tit'. Built around 
1962; very good racing record. Well 
looked after. Reason for sale? I've 
bought another wooden one!  
 
£750 ono. Harry Jones 760181 or  
e-mail:  harry.jones@talktalk.net 

PUB  GAMES  EVENINGS 
Subject to there being sufficient 
support, we propose to resurrect 
the Friday night Pub Games Eve-
nings at the club starting on Friday 
10th October with darts, crib, domi-
noes, etc.  Interested parties can 
add their names to the list on the 
notice board;  so, if you don't know 
what to do on those dark Friday 
evenings when there is nothing on 
TV, this is for you. 

 

PRIZEGIVING,  LAYING-UP   
SUPPER  AND  BARN  DANCE 
The date - Saturday 22nd November.   
The venue - Wellow Institute.   
The time - 6.45 for 7.00 p.m. 
The cost - £6 per adult, £3 per child. 
 

This will be a really good knees-up 
with an excellent band, suitable for 
all the family.   Supper will be pro-
vided but you will need to bring your 
own drinks. 
 

We had a really disappointing turn-
out last year because the event 
clashed with England’s Final 
against South Africa in the Rugby 
World Cup, which we could not 
have predicted, so we are hoping 
that lots of people will come this 
year. 
 

Please put the date in your diary 
now and book your places, either in 
the club or by ringing Derek Moore 
on 01983 754657.  

Notices 
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 Commodore’s Notes 

Dear members, 
 

It grieves me to have to write in this 
vein but so far this year we have had 
an excessive number of members not 
showing up for duties.   
 

We realize there will always be genu-
ine emergencies which we are happy 
to deal with, but all too often it is  
"Oh, I forgot" or "I didn't put it in my 
diary" or "I lost my rota".  All rotas are 
now being sent out on coloured 
sheets which should help; please 
note your dates and arrange swaps 
in good time.  The success of our 
club totally depends on members 
honouring their commitment to a fair 
share of the duties.  WHINGE OVER! 
 

20 years ago Leigh McMillan started 

sailing at YSC -  this year he has 
been a member of the GB sailing 
team at the Beijing Olympics.  A won-
derful role model for our keen young-
sters who will be training here this 
winter under the supervision of Tony 
Sceales. 
 

I have just heard a weather presenter 
declare that August was "consistently 
dismal".  In spite of this the sailors 
have managed to enjoy themselves 
with much reference to our new ane-
mometer (see page 19). 

 

We are now looking forward to a var-
ied winter social programme which I 
hope many of you will support. 
 

Marigold 

 PAUL 
 NEWELL 
 SAILS 
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Dinghy Instructor Training 
 
The Management Committee has 
recently agreed that the Club will pay 
half the costs for up to four members 
to qualify as RYA Dinghy Instructors. 
 
The Dinghy Instructor course lasts 
five days, and would be taken early 
next year either at the Island Youth 
Water Activities Centre (IYWAC) or at 
the UK Sailing Academy (UKSA), 
both at Cowes. 
 
The full cost of the course is likely to 
be £290 (IYWAC), or £360 (UKSA), 
so trainees would have to contribute 
£145 or £180, depending on which 
centre was used. 
 
In return for the Club subsidizing 
members to take the course, they 
would undertake to give some of their 
time as volunteer instructors in some 
of our training events.  Next year we 
hope to offer some additional training, 
maybe at Quiet Sails, including some 
for adults, as well as our traditional 
events for Optimist sailors. 
 
If you would like to become an in-
structor, please let me know.  My con-
tact details are on page 3. 
 

Nick Measor 
Training Officer 

 

������������	�
Yacht Builders and Marine Engineers 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Builders of G.R.P. Scows 
 

Hulls, decks, gunwales and sails are offered 
in a range of colours.  Scows are available at 
any stage of construction from rough mould-
ings to fully finished.  Specification and fin-

ish can be tailored to individual requirements. 
 

 Training 

ble) for winter storage.  Thanks.                                                                          
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 Calling all Oppie owners! 

Oppie Storage 
 

Keeping dinghy parks tidy is a prob-
lem for sailing clubs.  Ours is no ex-
ception.  Moving boats and cutting 
grass is a laborious and tedious task 
made worse by the rain water but 
worse still by the really grotty state of 
a lot of the covers and the innumer-
able trolleys littering the racks.  It’s no 
use putting your Oppie on the rack 
upside down with a top cover on as 
the cover fills with water - best to 
leave the cover off.  Right way up with 
top cover will only work if you provide 
the cover with a simple strongback 
(ridge pole).  Please take away all 
equipment (including trolley if possi-
ble) for winter storage.  Thanks.                                                                          
Keith Brettell  
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Management Committee Report 

General matters 
Since the last report your Committee 
has approved some expenditure for 
the training of instructors and Nick 
Measor is busy seeking suitably en-
thusiastic members to enrol on his 
selected course.  You will read more 
of this elsewhere. One change which 
I should report is that after almost 
two years Alan Southern has with-
drawn from his role as Advertising 
Manager for our newsletter.  Alan 
has been instrumental in recruiting 
nearly all of our advertisers, estab-
lishing procedures and collecting the 
monies. A very big Thank You to 
Alan.  We are pleased to be able to 

say that his job has been taken over 
by Laurence Mitchell. 
 

Sailing Activities 
What can I say about Sailing Activi-
ties? Except that the title should per-
haps be ‘Non Sailing Activities’.  My 
impression is that we have lost more 
days this year than at any time since 
I joined the Club in 2003. Despite 
this, all of our events were extremely 
successful. These were efficiently 
managed by Melinda Measor in her 
new role as Rear Commodore Sail-
ing and by Katie Davies as our Jun-
ior Programme Supremo. 
 

Social Programme 
You will find Derek Moore’s Winter 
Programme enclosed.  It includes all 
the usual suspects and a few new 
ones. 
 

Administration 
There are no current problems in the  
operation of the Club, with the ex-
ception of the matter of DUTIES.  
This has been the subject of consid-
erable discussion at our Manage-
ment meetings and a number of sug-
gestions have been made.  We hope 
to have some solutions to improve 
matters in the future. In the mean-
time I can only emphasise the points 
covered by Marigold in her report. 

As usual, if you have any questions 
please do not hesitate to e-mail me  
(alan@stetspray.orangehome.co.uk) 
or ring me on 760105. 

Alan Toms 
Hon. Secretary 
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Sailing News 

Well, we really haven’t had a very 
good year for sailing - more fixtures 
cancelled (20 so far at the time of 
writing) than in recent years and 
most of them because of extra strong 
winds, although 5 were due to lack of 
wind and 1 because it was snowing!  
As usual we’ve made the best of it 
and got in some good racing despite 
everything. 

Our Open Evening was one of those 
events which suffered strong winds 
so most of our visitors decided not to 
sample sailing that day.  However, 
two experienced sailors were taken 
out and provided good spectator 
sport as they dashed to and fro in 
front of the club! 

A new event, organised by Alan 
Toms, was Alan’s Chase , a pursuit 
race.  Based on previous results we 
started at different times in the hope 
that we would all reach the finishing 
line together.  This was much en-
joyed by the sailors and won in grand 
style by Peter Staples. 

Scows Week attracted 32 sailors, 
including 9 in wooden boats, for 7 
days of racing.  The wind was at 
times too strong, occasionally non-
existent, but often just right.  We 
managed to get over to Keyhaven for 
our passage race, accompanied by 3 
friendly “nanny boats” thanks to 
some of our cruising members, and 
resurrected the Scows Week Dinner, 
an enjoyable get-together held at the 
Royal Solent Y.C.  The overall win-
ner in the wooden boats was Tony 
Russell, with Glyn Davies 2nd and 
Harry Jones 3rd.  In the plastic fleet, 
David Hedley was the winner, with 
Roger Poerscout-Edgerton 2nd and 
Mary Lord 3rd. 

The weed finally disappeared from 
the river in early August, just in time 
for our week of Quiet Sails which 
included a very popular Duck Hunt :  
wooden ducks beautifully made by 
Sue Denton, each with a letter on, 
were distributed around the river and 
sailors had to track them down and 
then solve the resulting anagrams in 
as short a time as possible. 

����

����������������������������� ������������ ���� ���
	
	���	�
���	������	 �
�

��������������������������������������������������������� ��� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ������������������������������������ ����������������������������������������� ��� ����! ����! ����! ����!� ���
���"����#$%&'�(')%$*�

��!+��"��,���-������� ����! �
�

�.��/���	�0�
������0����
��	�0���
����1�
�/�1�
��	�0�2�����	�1��0���������

����2.�3��1�0���.
��
���0��/4������
�
�

	5  �����6��!+�7�
	��!�!����  

 15 

 

The Bosun’s Corner 

mindful that my centre main sheet 
block and jammer had a similar ef-
fect. Perhaps that is why Brading Ha-
ven do not permit their use although 
my excuse is my pathetic wrist 
strength.  
 
A normal kicker takes up a lot of 
crew space and can be awkward as 
anyone who has been pinned 
against the lee rail will testify. I really 
like the latest scheme where the 
kicker is a telescopic rod shoving 
downwards from a point on the mast 
above the boom (this is called a 
“gnav, which is “vang” backwards! 
Ed.). The gubbins is totally out of the 
way but must have some effect on 
sail setting when it is on the lee side. 
In any case the scow boom is not 
fixed so this latter wouldn't work ei-
ther. I think it best to leave well 
alone. 

Keith  Brettell  
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The Bosun’s Corner 
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'Of Kickers and Thole Pins' 
  
A kicking strap is a pretty universal 
fitting to sailing boats but not, oddly, 
to our scows. However, anyone who 
has watched a scow gybing will have 
seen that, without a kicker, the sail 
fills with air as it comes across and 
the boom hoists itself way over the 
head of the helmsman: cunning eh! 
Thus the moment of impending 
doom is diluted: at least the boom is 
not going to smack you one even if 
you do then round up and fill with 
water. The provision of a kicker on 
the scow would improve the effi-
ciency of the sail plan immeasurably. 
However, since the boom has no 
fixed gooseneck the pulling down of 
the boom by a flexible tackle fixed 
forward and low down would effec-
tively pull the boom forward thus at 
once affecting the shape of the rig 
and nullifying the effect of the pull 
downwards.  
 
So, what to do? Well, Bill Perkes had 
a good wheeze that partly addressed 

the problem of retaining sail shape off 
the wind in that he simply had thole 
pins either end of the centre thwart 
and, given a longish reach, he would 
hook the sheet round the leeward 
one, thus the sheet lead gave a de-
gree of pull-down on the boom. You 
could install reaching hooks each 
side and use those similarly. I am 
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Sailing News 

Oppie Week saw over 60 children 
on the water, shared between the 
river and the Solent, and the club 
absolutely buzzed with life and activ-
ity throughout the week. 

Of course it’s thanks to Katie Da-
vies’s efficient organisation that 
these junior events are such a suc-
cess - a lot of work goes on behind 
the scenes.   

Our Regatta  was a very successful 
event with starts shared between the 
club line and a committee boat, two 
back-to-back races for each class 
each day and a total of 47 sailors 
taking part over the two days.  The 
results were: 

Handicaps - 1st Jack Davies, 2nd 
Colin Campbell, 3rd Freddie Davies 
(all in Picos). 

WWSC scows - 1st Glyn Davies, 2nd 
Harry Jones, 3rd Damien Bedding. 

YSCSC scows - 1st Roger Poer-
scout-Edgerton, 2nd Mary Lord, 3rd 
Mike Sheaf. 

Oppies - 1st Charlie Davies, 2nd 
Charles Campbell, 3rd Georgia 
Kearns. 

On the Bank Holiday Monday follow-
ing the Regatta teams of junior sail-
ors from the YSC and the Royal So-
lent YC competed for the Hurley 
Trophy.   This is a long established 
team racing event between the two 
clubs, and this year was raced in 
Picos in Bouldnor Bay.  YSC 

emerged victorious, captained by 
Jack Davies. 

The Junior Regatta in the Solent 
was run from The Boathouse, cour-
tesy of the Hall/Davies family, and 
attracted 8 Oppies but only 3 Picos.  
We managed two races on the first 
day but the wind never materialised 
on the second day and we got no 
more sailing.  Winners were:   

Picos: 1st Freddie Davies, 2nd Stuart 
Sanders, 3rd Dominic Suckling. 

Oppies: 1st William Kearns, 2nd 
Georgia Kearns, 3rd Charlie Davies. 

3 Scows and 4 cruisers enjoyed an-
other excursion over to Hurst Cas-
tle/Keyhaven for our picnic trip .  It 
has prompted me to suggest that we 
put more of these mini-rallies into 
next year’s programme. This has 
been greeted with acclaim by the 
cruising fraternity.  Unfortunately the 
forecast of force 7 winds caused the 
cancellation of our annual race to 
Newtown. 

Thanks  are due to all those, too nu-
merous to mention, who do their bit 
to help make our sailing so enjoy-
able, particularly those who are not 
racers themselves.   

At the time of writing it doesn’t look 
very likely, but those optimists 
among us are hoping for a beautiful 
“Indian Summer” this autumn. 

 Melinda Measor 
Rear Commodore 
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Junior Sailing 

Oppie Week 2008 

As appears to be the norm these 
days, Oppie Week started with a 
gale!  Although we are now very ex-
perienced in these conditions, it is 
very trying for the sailors, parents 
and organisers! Therefore, on Mon-
day (our beginners’ day) the sailors 
had an informative rigging lecture 
and demonstration from Tony 
Sceales which hopefully prepared 
them for rigging races in the club 
house. They then gained some sail-
ing practice on the turn tables. The 
day ended happily with a game of 
rounders. 

On Tuesday the Solent and some of 
the Gold group had three competi-
tive and testing races in the river, 
whilst the rest of the sailors had a 
brilliant treasure hunt around Yar-
mouth organised by Angela Cordon 
– thank you Angela. 

Wednesday came and the wind had 
moderated only very slightly. Every-
one but the absolute beginners went 
sailing and the beginners did some 
sprit paddling.  However the Solent 
group were still in the River! 

On Thursday the wind dropped; the 
Solent group went to Bouldnor Bay 
at last and everyone else went sail-
ing which was just fantastic.  After-
wards all the sailors rushed around 
like mad competing in Mary Lord’s 
famous cork race (on land) so they 
could win a prize. 

On Friday there was sun and not 
much wind; however everyone went 
sailing and all the groups completed 
several races and came back smil-
ing.  This was followed by a hotly 
contested parents/helpers race 
which provided a great spectacle 
and we ended the day with prize giv-
ing and hot dogs. 

Enormous thanks go to all the par-
ents, grandparents and others who 
gave their time and ribs to help make 
it such a fun week.  The instructors 
get a special mention for their enthu-
siasm which was fantastic even in 
the worst weather. Finally thank you 
to Harwoods who gave us loads of 
wonderful prizes for all the sailors 
finishing off a great week.   

Winners: 

Bronze Group: Endeavour - Anthony 
Williams, Seamanship - Maia Sher-
wood-Rogers.  

Brass Group: 1st Isabelle Strachwitz 
Hamilton, 2nd Oliver Trotter, 3rd = 
Julia Strachwitz Hamilton and Caro-
line Campbell, Endeavour - Libby 
Connaughton, Seamanship - Angus 
Hinton.  

Silver Group: 1st Charlie Cook, 2nd 
Felix Donovan, 3rd = Ben Walters 
and Naomi Wickens, Endeavour - 
Naomi Wickens, Seamanship - Ben 
Walters. 

Gold Group: 1st Emma Sims, 2nd 
Eloise Donovan, 3rd Cameron Sell-
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Oppie Nationals 

Lewis Beare, Helen Sceales, and 
Theo Seely travelled to the wild 
north-west coast of Wales (Pwllheli 
to be exact) to compete in the 2008 
National Optimist Championships at 
the beginning of August.  Over 450 
sailors turned out split between the 
Senior, Junior and Regatta fleets.  
Our three sailors were all in the Re-
gatta fleet along with 120 other 
helms relatively new to the open cir-
cuit.   

Each day the Regatta fleet spends 
the morning doing training in smaller 
groups of 8-10 sailors, and racing 
together in flights in the afternoon.  
Our sailors coped remarkably well in 
starts of 60 boats – a huge step up 
from our club races.  The conditions 
were challenging all week with winds 
gusting 15-20 knots and on most 
days 3-4 foot waves. 

On the Thursday the Regatta fleet 
sailed away from Pwllheli to LLan-
bedrog – 4.5 miles down the coast - 
for a picnic lunch and then back for 
tea.  The beat down took 3.5 hours 
and if you add up the distance actu-
ally sailed including all tacks was an 
enormous achievement for these 
young sailors. 

The event organizers, IOCA, pro-
vided fun events on most evenings 
and all our sailors made new friends 
they will keep meeting at future 
events. 

All three YSC sailors acquitted them-
selves with great credit and devel-
oped their sailing and racing skills. 

Tony Sceales 

 

Oppie Icicle Series and Training 

Over the coming winter months I am 
planning our second Winter Training 
programme for Oppie sailors.  There 
is no lack of enthusiasm for this as 30 
children have signed up so far. 

There will be between 6 and 8 ses-
sions on Sundays starting in Novem-
ber and ending in March.  This will 
allow sailors who have either Satur-
day school or sporting commitments 
to join in.  Each session will include 
both shore-based and on-the-water 
training, and there will be a race se-
ries throughout the winter with prizes 
awarded by ability groups at the end 
of the programme.  Coaches will be 
working through a structured pro-
gramme and will be looking to sign off 
the IOCA log book grades.  If there is 
support they will work towards taking 
a YSC team to one or more events 
overseas (well at least Lymington!). 

Anyone interested in joining this initia-
tive should contact me on 07971 
512990 or tony.sceales@celona.com. 

Tony Sceales 

 Junior Sailing 
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Members enjoy the evening fish and chip trip to Lymington in July 

Ducks waiting to be hunted 
- see p. 6 

Members of Shalfleet 
School Sailing Club try 
out our Training Oppies 

Photo Gallery of Recent Events 

 9 

 

Junior Sailing 

ers, Endeavour - Charlie Connaugh-
ton, Seamanship - Cameron Sellers. 

Solent Group: 1st Charlie Davies, 
2nd William Kearns, 3rd Charles 
Campbell, Damsel Cup - Sophie 
Baker, Best Placed U12 Theo Seely, 
Seamanship - Bethany Capon. 

Katie Davies 
Junior Sailing Co-ordinator 

 

 

 

Organizer and trainers:  Katie 
Davies, Alex Locke, Clemmy 
Seely, and Emily Parker 

Parents and helpers race 

Sprit paddling fun 
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YSC Scows start  en masse 

A new recruit to the wooden fleet 
(Damien Bedding) 

Ladies v. Gents  

Mary leads the 
flock out of the 
creek 

Scows Week Miscellany 
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Thom D’Arcy in full flow 

Wife and husband (Chris 
and Harry Jones) …. 

…..and husband and wife 
(Nick & Melinda Measor) 

Scows Week Miscellany 

Tony Russell 


